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9, - OR, 
Fives Groans of the Cnuurcu : 


Prudently Foreſeeing,and paſſionately Bewatling 
Her Second Fall : 


Threatned by theſe five dargerous,though undiſ- 
cerned,miſcerriages that cauſed her Firſt : 


; 1- Undue ORDINATION, 

= | \2.Loole PROPH ANESS, 

; Viz. 4 3, Unconſcionable STMONYT, 
4, Carelels NON-ARESIDENCE, 
5. Encroaching PLURALITIES. 


Humbly preſented to her ſupreme Head and Governour, 


The Kings molt excellent 4 4 JES TY5and His great 
Council, the PARLIAMENT of ENGLAND. 
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- Be watchful, and ftrength:n the thingsthat remain,and are ready to die,Rev.2.2- 
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CHAP. I. 


All you that pafs by me, ftand and ſee, if 

there be any ſorrow like unto my ſorrow ; if it 
. hath been done to any Reformed or Prote- 

ſtance Church under Heaven, as it is clone 

unto me! Onow my wounds were ready.to 

be cloſed, my Ruines to be repaired , my 
Deſolations and Waſtes to be finiſhed ; when the Barbarous 
was checked , the Licentious was reſtrained , the uſurpers 
were removed , the profefſed Enemies of different Intereſts 
and Religion which perſecuied me, wereſubdued , and I 
. ready to ſettle upon the Eternal Foundation: of ſound Do» 
&rine, of Primitive Government,of an holy and pure Wor- 
ſhip. of a decent and com:ly order, to the amazement of 
the World;to the honour of Religion , to the glory of God; 
co the peace of the whole Earth, and for good will among 
men ! behold /my children are diſcontent, my Government 
is complained of, my Ordinances are negle&ed , my Mini«- 
ſters are defpiſed, my peace is diſturbed, and my fafety en- 
dangered. Hear, O Heaveys, and give ear, O Earth ! What The 
could I have done that I have not done? Have | not tau. ht Churches 
the truth of God ſincerely giving Milk to babes, and ftron- (eric o! 
ger meat to then: that were able to bear it and the Oracles ao 
of God to all in a Language they beff underſtood ? Have 1 50d foffe- 
concealed any part of (Gods facred Counſell from you? Have ring. 
A 3 


Her care, 


| (2) 
I not ſet forth with all Sat and freedome the bleſſid 
fulneſs and excellencies of my Lord Jeſus Chriſt , in ſuch a 
manner and meaſi:re as ] received from the Word and Spi- 
rit? Have I not adminiſtred all the Ordinances of Gold faith- 
fully? Have I not enjoyned and taught all vertue and all 
grace, carefully recon:mending to my Children whatſoever 
things are good, whatſoever things are trueyy hatſoever things 
are honeſt, whatſocver things axe juſt , whatſoever things are 
prre , whatſoever things are |:vely, whatſoever things are of 
good report; every holy Dur'y, every neceſſary Rule ; and 
every immitable Example; with all the Advantages of found 
Knowledge,powerfull Freaching. which at once was able to 
inform the weak, to reclaim the moſt erroneous. to reform 
the moſt debauched, to fatisfie the moſt curious, and to {i- 
lence the molt refratory ? Have Inot prepared with much 
it udy and induſtry,with many prayers and tears, with long 
education, and di igent care, Reverend Biſhops, Orderly 
Presbyrers, able Miniſters, workmen that need not be aſha- 
med, culy ordained, and.called after an uninterrupted and 
Catholick ſuc ceſſion through all Ages, agreeable to that ori- 
ginal inſtitution which was from Jeſus Chriſt, the great High 
Prieft, the true Prophet, the foveraign King of the Church, 
the chief preacher of righceoufnefſe,and Biſhop of our ſouls ? 
Have nor, I ſay, taken an holy care of a ſucceſſion of Mini- 
ſters about holy tl ings, who might divide the Word arizhc 
by ſolid preaching, nu: ht waic upon God folemniy by a de- 
vout and diſcreet Praying, might convince.Gain-ſayers by 
acute Diſputing. might inſtru the world by exact Writing, 
might maintain peace and order by wiſe Governing, might 
reform the world by holy living? Hath it not been my care- 
and endeavour to keep up the ſoundneſs, power and life of 
Chiiftian Religion ? Have not Jaboured that my good peo- 
ple might every where have what is neceſſary and whole- 
ſome tor their ſouls good.in deyout Prayers, in holy. Sacra- 
ments, in powerful Sermons; whereby I delired (God 
knoweth) to preſerve wholeſome and ſaving truth, to pro- 
mote true holinels, to ſer up- an holy decency, to maintaine 
the wholeſome form. and power of godlinels, in truth,peace, 
crder and unity ? Have noc I held forth an holy Light, Rule, 
£4 Life, in the plain parts of Scripture every where read 3 
In. 
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in the Articles every where +7 AY inthe Creeds 
andCatichiſm, every year explained, in the. Licurgy con- 
 lintly uſed, whereby: poor ſouls had a plain, ealie and ſure 
way to Heayen, through an unfeigned Faith, fincere Repen- 
tance, a Catholick Charity, a devout humility, a good con- 
ſcience, and an holy obedience to God and man, according 
to the will of God, unto all we'l plealing ? Doe-not 1 tike 
= care to 10{t; u&t the. ignorant diligent];, to comfore the weak 
heartedcenderly, to raiſe up them that fall compaſſjonate!y, 
to viiit thoſe. that are fick charitably, to relieve thoſe thac 
want mercifully.co bury my dead that {I:ep in Jeſus folemn- 
};, to puniſh thoſe that doe amifle ſeverely, to reſtore them 
thac havegone aſtray pirifully, to inltruct. themthat oppoſe 
themſelves meckly;: to frame a way of Peace, Order, and 
Communion, (in which Brethren might happily dwell to- 
gether in unicy) prudently, rationally, and diſcree: ly ? O 
what failings of mine then have occaſioned theſe impatient 
murmers' which | hear ! What faults of mine have raiſed 
thole bitter. reproaches which] bear 2 Whac enormities of 
mine have provoked choſe imminent dangers which I fear? 
O why is it that ye who own my Saviour, who have ſubmic- 
ted to my Do&rine as your Rule, who have partaked of my 
Sacrament as your refreſhment and c-zmfort; O why is ic 
that ye hate and diſpiſe me, that ye ſtrip and wound me, 
that ye tear' and mangle mezthat ye impoveriſh and debaſe 
me, that ye make me a ſcorn, an abomination,an hifſing and 
aſtoniſhment to all that ſee me, a deriſion and a mocking to * 
my enemies round about me? 
Alas all men of weight and worth , for parts and piety, H! Apc- 
. EY . . x . * © logte for 
for judgement and ingenuity, for conſcience and.integrity, 29: 
for grace, learning and renown , know my innocency thas;Qn, 
far, that as to the foundation of Faith and Rule of holineſs, 
I have only adheared to Gods blefſed Word: as for the Cir- 
cumſtances.and Ceremonies of Religion, I uſe in them pru- 
dently and. charitably that libercy and power which | tup- 
ſe is ajlow:d here for peace, order, and decency, by thac 
bleſſed G:.d who is not the Author of Confutjon , but of 
peace,as in all the Churches of the Saints. If we may believe 
the integrity of thoſe Reformers that ſetled this Church, 


whoſe learning, worth, and piety hath been contirmed by 
: | the. 
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the teſtimony of ſo many wiſe and religious Princes, by the 
approbation of ſo. many learned and reverend Convoca- 
tions,by the applauſes of /o-many other reformed Churches: 
if we may believe the preaching living and dying of ſo many 
hundred excellent Bilhops and Minilters.or the Prayers and 
proficiencies of ſo many chouſand of godly Chriſtians z or if 
we may believe the wondertull bleflings and ſpecial graces 
of a mercitul] God, atteſting the verity , integrity and ſan- 
Aicy of my Chriſtian Confticution for many happy years : 
or if you will believe all men in England,who have by oaths 
and Subſcriptions, by Vows and Proteftations reſolved to 
maintain the Proteſtant Religion as it was eſtabliſhed in the 
Church of England; who _ any where to find the way 
of truth and peace, of holinels and happinefs, but in the uſe 
of thoſe ho!y means, and in the exereiſe of thoſe divine 
graces which accompany ſalvation, wichin me profeſſed and 
enjoyed. I know nothing excellent in any Church for ouc- 
ward policy, inward tranquilkcy, and eternal felicity ; 
nothing that was pious or peaecable, moral or vercuous, 
ritual or ſpiritual, orderly or comely, or any way condu- 
cing totruth and holineſs, co grace or vertue, to the ſouls 
ediftication and comfort, which was not by me entertained 
with comperent Maintenance, noble Encouragements, in- 
genious Honours, peacaable Serenity,and munikicent plen- 
ty 3 In which [flouriſhed ſo many years by Gods goodaefle, 
and mans indulgence. 

Alas, whatever ] have dome in the ſettlements of the 
Rites, Circumſtances and Decencies of Religion, I have 
obſerved that m defty, wiſdom and humility that became 
aChurch of Chriſtin diſcreetly and ingeniouſly compiying 
with tober , - primirive and venerable Antquicy in the 
Church, as f:r as it obſerved the Rules of Gods Wor\l,an41 
went not beyond the liberty allowed it in p-int of Ofder 
and Decency. O you are too knowing to be ignotant, and 
to0 ingenious to be inſenſ{ible of your duty to God, and 
your r:{pr& to mez who was heretofore fo much loved by 
my Children,applauded by my Friends, reverenced by my 
Neighbours, feared and envyed by mine Enemies for thoſe 
ſpiritual Gifts, Miniſterial, Devotional and PraGical, which 
were evidently feen in me, thoſe heavenly influences which 


people 


| CEE. - 
people received from me, thoſe gracious examples and fre- 


quent good works fet forth by me, the blefſed experiences 
men enjoyed within me, the charitable ſimplicities- exerci- 
ſed by my members, the numerous Aſſemblies, the frequent 
Devotions, the reverent Attentions, the unanimous Com- 
munions, the well-grounded hopes, and unſpeakable com- 
forts which thouſands enjoyed, both living and dying, in 
obedience ts, and communion with me z which to impar- 
tial men were moſt impregnant evidences, and valid de- 
monftrations of true Religion, and a true Church, fetled 
by the joynt conſent, and pablick piety of a Chriſtian Na- 
tion, He was a wiſe, holy, and reverend Son of my bo- 
ſome, who ſaid, That in the greateſt maturity of bis Fudg- 
ment, and integrity of his Conſcience, when moi redeemed 
from juvenile Fervonrs. popular Fallacies, vulgar Partiali- 
ties, and ſecular Flatteries, he declared to the preſent Age 
and Peſterity, that ſince he was capable to move in ſo ſerious 4 
ſearch, and weighty a diſquifition as that of Religion is; 4s 
his greateſt defign was through Gods grace to find out and per- 
ſevere in ſuch @ profeſſion of Chriſtian Religion 48 hath mo#F 
of truth and order, of power and peace, of holinefs and ſo 
lemuity , of dinine verity and Gatholick, antiquity, of true 
charity and holy conflancy : ſo he could not (apart from all , 
prefudices and: prepeſſeſſions) find in any other Church or 
Church-way, aue1ent or modern, either more of the good he de- 
fired, or lefs of the evil be would avoid, then he bad -@ long 
time diſcerned, ond upsn a firifier ſcrutiny more and more in 
the frame and form,in the Conflitatiou and Diſpenſation of the 
Church of England. No where,Gaith he, d;viner Myſteries. no 
where ſounder Dotirinals, bolier Morals,fwarmer Devotionals, 
apter Rituals or comlier Cetemonials. All. which togather,by 2 
meet, and bappy concurrence of piety aud prudence, brought 
forth ſuch Spirituals and Graces, both in their Habits, Exer- 
Ciſes ond Comforts, 4s are the Duinteſſence and Life, the Sout 
and Seal of trus Religion; theſe more immediate and ſpecial 
Influences of Gods boly. Spirit upon the Soul, thoſe joynt Opera- 
tious of the bleſſed Trinity, fer the Juſtification,Sandification, 
an1 Salvation of a Sinner. | | She 'juſti- 

3. Can you blame my Government, that ancient and gerh her 
Catholick Government of godly Biſhops ; which is ſo agree- Govern» 


able ment. 
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able to Right Reaſon, ſo ſuitable to the Principles of due 
Order and Policy among"men, ſo conſonant to Scripture- 
wiſdome both in Rules and Patterns, fo conforme to the 
Catholick and Primicive way of all Chriſtian Churches 
throughour all Ages, and in all places of the world ? Would 
-ot have me, againit all-charity, modeſty hum licy or equi- 
ty, to fall away from the Apoſtolical- wav of all Famous 
Chirchesand religious (-hriftiangto caſt off the Þfos dy yer 
x, Tegaboo, the Bayer *Fegor, #ec Concilis in titutum ſed (em- 
per retenrums O non aiftt authoritate Apoitolica inftitutum z 
the Apoſtolictſeminis $r#4nces 'Epiſcoposythet nniverſam ſuceſ- 
fronem Epiſcoporum 3 thofe!ſiecefſiones ab initio» decuyrentiint 
Eprſcoporum ;\ that ordinern ' Epiſcoporunt qui in Fohannem 
flat Authorenr; "that tots'orbedeeretime.) Shall Inorehquire 
of the former Ape; and prepire my (elf to the ſearch'of m 
Fathers? for lam but of yeſterday, and: noching; Shall 
nor they teach mezand tel{ me; and \itter words-pnt of their 
hearcs?- Shall not'Þ ftand'in theway, and ask fo? the old. 
wat, which isthe pood way;and walk therein, 
Would 5 ou have me give offence to the whole Chriſtian 
world, wbich either is os wonld be governed by Bifh6ps, 
as the moſt Apoftolick, * Primitive, and Univerſal Way 2 
Would you bave' mediſbwf\"the right" ſucCeſfion of tlie' po- 
wer Miniſtertal;conferred by. Epifonplhareunco this dl 
Shell che Jewiſh*Ctmrrch have the*Heads of their Tribes as 
Biſhops-and Riters aver” their Brethren the Prieſts and1. 
vites, andthe ChriſtiatiChurch (in imjcation of chem, as: 
itt other parciculars;fo iii this, hiye their 'Ap Mes, Evange-" 
liſts; YRir Paſtors-and TedHters; \yithour reproach, and may” 
norf? O'n S5tertfai- erhat whatis orice well done, in a'fe-" 
ular publick way; isever #fteFdone as'to the permanenicy” 
of that vertue thar is alwayes in a preat'and good example.” 
ple,ſhall-l lay ahde Primiave 8: ih Epiſcopacy;okiet bach 
C ch'gronns froneSexipetre, bh Us'rothe divine, wifdom' 
ſo orderinghis hurch arivng the ews,as allo by the'exam- 
Precept'and Dire&ionevidens from tile Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
and the holy ApcMNesincLe New Teſtament, who preferred 
worthy peifons for their Piety, Zeal* and holy Gravicy, to 
exercile's _hriſtian- aithoricy over Miniſters and-people for 
cheir fouls good, which miphe- conſift wich charicy arid hii- 
: mility, 
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mility, for PERS, the Churches peace and pu» 
rity.in.the beſt and . primitive times4. ſuchigrave perſonzas. 
for cheir Age, wereFuchersz for their innocency, Saiiits x 


for induſtry, Labourers z for. conſtancy, : Confetfors4 for 
© zeal, Marcyrsz for chaticy , Brethren ; for- their |light, 
Angels; and venerable for ;all-Excellencies * And -Lown 
no other Biſhops but ſuch in whonv are remarkablecthe ver » 
cues of the melt ancient and/imitable: Biſhops che [ucfuſty7. . 
of St Auſtin. the Courage. of St. Ambroſe, cue De vorian of 
St, Gregary, the Learning of :Nagianuzen, the Eloquence of 


St. Chryſo/tome, the Mildneſs of St. Cyprian, the Lave of Sc, 
Ignatizs.. the Conſtancy of St. iPolycarp, the Nobleneſſe of 
Sts Bgſil ;,and:thole who come neerch the  Apoſtolical pats . 
tern ang ceſymble the moſt of any Cheiſtians-or Miniiters, . 


the Grace, and Glory of cur Lord jeſus Chriſt, 


| en:{ca- 


your thac my ,Biſh ps * may be amang Chriſtians che m ſt 
— faichfu!.;; among Men, che moſt civil 3 amang Preachers,the 
moſt painful; among. Ocators, the m2ſt perſwaſive 3 amang 
Governoursthe. moſt n>derate;; among pious Men, the maſt 
fervent; among Profeſſors. the moſt forward'; among Se» 
vere Men che moſt exa& ; am ng Sufferers, the molt p ui- 
ent ;,,amvng Perfeverants.the moſt con{tant - the moſt come 
pleatievery way, and perfect unioevery-good w irs. Theſe 
{ cake carg ſhould be duely choſen, ſhould be eſteemed, wick 
honour, and reverehced with love. My Rule ta them /is, 
That they ſhould aver-cule. wich vigilance, (ſhould rulewich 
joy.ac counſel neither levelled wich younger Preachers and 
Nevices, rior exalted too much above the Grave and Eller, 
I allow cheſe men an honourable competencie, with eminen= 
cie, wherewichthey may exercifea lapggheart ang liberal 
band, which may conciliare a general eſpe, aud. deſerve 
the common Jove. My dir: ion to them, is, that their vere 
tue and piety may. preſerve the Authorigy of their places; 
and chigin the order, peace and/digr:icy of che Churgh,chac 
\ hey may be the Towbfiune of I ruth, the Loaditone, of 
Love, the Sravdard of- Fai h -the Pattern of Holinefle, the 
Pillars of Stability. an che Certres of Unity ; ſuch asthe 
Erroneous may hate, the FaGious envy, good men may love, 


and bad men may fear, FERS 
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iS Can-ye blame my Do@rine,:. aproved by the Refor- fhieth her 
B : m<d, Dodr ne. 
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med, and agreeable-with the PrimiciveChuych? a doArine 
sccording torgodlinels,toaching-al)men that denying ell'mn-' 
godlineſs andiwortdly Luft, they ſhould live righteouſly, ſoberly, 
and godly intbis prefent world. + | 

3- 'Doe you find taulc with my. Devotion in the Publick 
worthip ot God, by Confeflion, prayers, praiſes, Plalms,and 
other holy!Oblacions of a Rational and Evangelical ſervice, 
offered up to our God by-the Joint 'piery of alÞmy children, 
(the xowwel 6508, the: pln Sbugrs, the Communi Oratio) where- 
nothing is exprefſed' as myzmind, which 1 choughe not a- 
greeable with the mind of Gods ſpirit in the Scripture ? nor. 
dot know any parc ofit cowhich a judicious Chri tan-might 
notin Faith {1y Amen, taking theexpreſſions of it in that. pi-- 
ous-and'/benign fenſe which the Church intended, and the- 
words-may well bear. Indeed the whole compoſure of my 
Licurgy1s (in my judgement) ſo wholeſame, ſo holy,ſo com- 


pleat, fo difcreer,: fo devour, ſo uſeful, ſo ſavoury, fo well- 


adviſed, that I find nothing iw-che -crghteen Licurgies com- 

poſed in the Eaſternand Weſtern Chureh, that is excellent, 
buc 13 in this of mine; and many things whi ch are leſs clear- 
or neceffary in them, are better expreſſed or wiſely omicted- 
here -/ the whole being (o ordered,; as might beſt informs all 
peoples underſtandings, ſtir uptheir aff:&ions, and quicken 


their devotions, in a:whokſome form of found words ; ſnch-+ 


as Moſes, David, the Prophets, and the Lord: Jeſus lef: be-- 
hind them, ſolemnly recorded in the Scriptures. So ghat 
according to the primitive care, I firſt laid down Scripture 
grounds 1n the Creeds and:Confeſſions, and then'I enlarged 
and fixed my Eyturgies and devorionsas neariasl conld to: 
the 'majeſty, (>lemmey, and exattne(s//unanimity and ſul- 
neſs ot publickprayers upon all holy publick occaftons, fo 
plainly, that the devout ſoul knows well what it ſhould de- 
jire of God ; anil fo affefionately, that it earneſtly deſires 
init, what it knoweth God' alloweth ;/ and ſo uniformly, 
that it peaceably goeth along with the Congregation, with 
one mind'and- one heart i» the mity: of the ſperit in the bond 
of peace. | L Vn! 

4. 1s it the Rites and Ceremonies | impoſe :that difpleaſe 
you ? Alas I find the God of Heaven which: we worſhip in 
England enjoyning mote  Ceremonieson: his own people, 

; an 
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and GEL Fat pt co #ny Chriſtians, in. order 
to adyance the 4 ency and order of his ſervice, or Ghrilty- 
itians mycual edificatien and joint devotion under the-Guſ- 
pe}, .: Our bleſſed Saviour hath by his fpirc guiding the 
pens and praiſcs of the Apoſtles; lufficiencly manifeſted the 
power and libercy given the Church, and the Governqurs 
of ity, for che choice and uſe of ſuch. deceac cultames, /Rices, 
and Ceremonies, (not as divine inſticurions upon the con- 
ſciences, bac ashumane injun&ions upon'che: praRiles) as 
2gree with godly manners, and-che eruth-of the Galpel,and - 
ma /,beſt ſerve. for order, decency, peace, ſolemnity, and 
mutual edificacion of Chriſtians, agreed upon ;by publick 
contents in which every ones vore is perſonally; or verty- 
ally included. Ir's rue, asche Lyturgy, ſo the Ceremonies 
have ſomething of Rome my them; for to deal plainly: l did 
freely aud juſtly aſſerc tomy, own uſe anl C glory what- 
ever ypon due.tryal L found cohave the tamp/of Gals truck 
and. grace. or the . Churches wiſddomerand:.charicy upon tt. 
I wou d nx refulg.any ggo4 | found:-amongſt rhem, becauſe 
i- was mixed 'wich ſome evil; þuys trying all things, hheld 
faſt that. which was got, beinginrenr.uponihe greac ends 
of piccy, devationand charity, -le'gerue; 4 enjoyn my peo- 


Fo inzard worſhip of ſoul, 14fpizic.and in eruch, before 


21 5, but, wichal,.. I enjoyn oucward. worſhip of the-/hody, 

( which,is bug, a realonable; ſervice to Ged caar; nia ie ' the 
body),cxemplary and ſignitcanr before m:n, in ſuch habirs 
eltures as may,nx»t-.conluge-(by che alvice;of the 
Church ; for the (private: ſpiric ;af, che prophets, 
things ought tobe fubjeR co the pablickdpiris of the 
hets) tg reverence, devacion an eligaation; itt knaws 
ngghumble, meek an, quiet ſpirits, righ:'y. liſcerning the 
innScenc nature of ſuch.things not. prohibited, andlo ins 
diffcrenc ;; and the Chrittian liberty allowed to them,,to uſe 
thoſe things indifferent when commanded, and to lav.chem 
aſide when.not commanded... ;Huwever, let che many; Ob- 
lgatians to unity by the true Faith, you jointly profeſie' give 
you more ſatisfation, then the occaſions of dividing the 
Ceremonies in which you differ, give you offence.; ſo, that 
may not. upon lo ſmall occaſions, in ſuch ſazall matters, 
acrifice to your private pafſion.and- perſaſion the publick 
B 2 peace 
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-peate and proſpericy'bf the Church; eſpeoially ſince F ne- 
-ver heard of any! ſober Chriſtian, *ortfaely godly Minifter, 
who- —_ other things. prodenc;# tnblameable,' and 
ſincere) dil ever ſuffer any check of conſcience meerly ap- 
9nthe account of having been conformable td, and keep- 
- ing communion with me :; hor'did'they ever complaine of 
Ceremonies, Lycurgy and Epifcopacy;as any damps totheir 
-real graces, ''or totheir holy communion with Gods bleſſed 
*Spiric 3 'but-admired them a3 the united inflnence, the 
- Jaynt conſent; the'comibined /Jevotion-of all goud Chriſti= 
ans inthis Nation, who publickly apreed' with one mind, 
- and in one manner to ſerve the Cord; in z way allowed by 
the moſt pjous of Princes, praftiſed by'the- beſt Nobilicy,. 
owned-by the wiſeit Gentry, maintained by the moſtlear- 
ned Clerpy, and embraced by the beit ſort of Commons. 
tallow only fuch CeremoniePay make religious Duties noc 
moreptous, but more” conſpicuous; not more ſacred! but 
more folemn.z nor more ſpiricua} and holy, but more viſi- 
ble, imitable and exemplary z to quicken: my children, ta 
allire others, to inſtru and edefie all. 

5, Are yeoffended with. my Canons and Injufions,? Is 
« fit that a few- men whom Order and Policy hath made 
inferiour to others, as the Rulers'an.l Repreſentatives of 
the whole ſociety, ſhould prefer'thtir own private Opinions: 
and Judgements before the well-adviſed fefulrs, the lear- 
ned Counſek,.the pious Endeavours, and folenn San&ions 
of ſo many, eminent for piecy, prudence, integrity, pub- 
lick influence, and juſt Authority ? 

6. Are my ſalemne Faſts-and' Feaſts yonr grievances ? 
thof:lol:tmi remembrances of Gods mercy to meniin Chriſt 
celebrated with prayer, praiſes. preaching, and communi- 
cating to'Gods glory, and all fober- Chriſtians improve- 
ment, according to the known preſident of che Jews, and 
the general practiſe of che Chriſtian Church ? What harme 

's there if-ſome good men obſerving'a day, obſerve ir tothe 
the-Lord ; ani others not obſerving a day, obſerve ic. nor 
to the Lord? | 

7. Do you-reſent my Endeavours for Unity and'UInifor. 
miy 2 Alas, I delire onely that men ſincerely worſhip 
ane erue God, and-pgrofefs the Faith of. our. Lord: Foſs 

Wriſt, 
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Chrift;xhur they may be partakes of the gifts and'graces of 
the ble(fediSpirir, and may have an holy. communton wich 
thac-adorubie Trinity,..and with one another in love and 
charity, as Chriſtians, enjoying the nobleſt life, the ſweeteſt 
foctery, and' moſt heavenly fraternity; imicating God, e- 
mulating Ange!s; Children: and exp«&ants of happineſſe, 
Partakers of grace, and daily preparingfor eternal Glory : 
thatall men who have been called, baptized and inſtructed 
by lawful'Miniſters here, in-the myſteries and qutics of the: 
Goſpe), may make. a joynt and publick profeſſion of rhe 
Chriftian Faith, and Reformed Religicn, in the name, and 
asthe ſenſe of the whole Nation, grounded upun-the holy 
* Scripture, guided alſo and adminiſtred by that uniforme 
order, due authority, and holy Mmiftry. for Worſhip: and 
Covernment. which/according tothe mind of Chriſt, the 
pattern- of-the Apoſtles, and the pomp of all primitive 
Churches, hath been lawfully eſtabliſhed by the wiſdome 
and conſent cf ail Eſtates in tiis Kingdome, for Gods ho- 
nour, the Churches ſafety, the publick peace, and the com< 
mon good of fouls. 

8. Doe I not allow you a juſt liberty to doe fich things 
conſtanily and chearfully which are moſt proper and ad- 
vantagious to the nature and excellency of men ? to think 
what is true. to do what is fir, and enjoy what is juſt in re- 
ference to: (Bod, others and yourſelves? I have taken fre m 
youno liberty Hut that of _— evil; you are at liberty ro 
enjoy all the comforts. priviledges, and Ordinances which 
Chriſt hathrinſtuured, inan holy order, and regular way, 
for private or publick good:; and te hope for that reward 
and crown which God the righteous Judge hath promiſed 
thoſe that perſevere in well doing. My higheſt.aim is,that 
you-may have liberty toexerciſe a good conſcience. void of 
offence towerds God and rowards man, that they may wil- 
lingly.in all chings live honeſthy, 
 g. Are ye diſpleaſed with my Members ? Alas, innocens 
men,they purſue after the knowledge of, and communion 
with God, in order toa rational, religious, ſpiritual, gract- 
ous, perfe& and unchangeable life; enjoying themſelves in 
the blefſed enjoyment-of God, the enjo; ment of whom ſa- 


tisfiech-all their defires, rewards all. their duties, requites all 
thei 
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(12) | 
their ſufferings, compleats all cheir happineſs's erowns and 
perfe&ts true Religion. They endeavour iqhat or earch, 
which they hope for in heaven ; v12.. aright kndwledgeand 
a willing pertormance, which as reaſonable they owe for 
ever to Gud their Maker, Preſerver, and Redeemer in 
Chriſt, With'this religious: frame ;and temper, of which 
themſclves only are conſcencious, they prepare fara glori- 


ous and bleſſed immoriality, with a fincericy-of heart, :and 


uprightnels of converſation, which hach no. ocher Rule bur 
Geds Word, no other End but Gods Glory,noather Gom-» 
fort but the Conſtancy of this Diſpoſition to their Lives end. 
Innocent men, they look for one common Salvation they 
ule one common Sacrament,: they profelſe -one Faith:and 
Rule of Holineſſe, they. have one Gracious —_— the 
ſ:me inward ienſe of Duty and Devotion; they walk in the 
fame order with the Catholick Church over theiface of the 
earth. 00553 :41t%7 £5 
10. Dee you envy me my 'Patrimony and Maintenance, 
what the Law of God allows me, what che Goſpel hath pro- 
vided me, what the piety of elder times hath beſtowed up- 
on me, what good Kings, Peers'and prople of their own en- 
dowed me with, freely bononring the Lord with their ſub- 
ſtance, that they . that ſerved 'the Alcar, - mught live. by the 
Altar ? O why may not my children who attend: the Goſ- 
pe], live by the Goſpel, fince they attend a. Miniſtry as vene- 
rable in ics Myſteries, as clear in ics Dodrine, as glorious in 
its chief Miniſter 7eſas, as painfulto it's Miniſters, and as 
comfortable topious'and devout ſouls,as the Miniſtry of che 
Law ? Whv are you offended that chey of my children chat 
are caught,ſhoul communicate co them of my children that 
teach in every good thing ? SIS He $5211 
14. Do you envy my juſt Power and Authority, whereby 
with the wiſdome, gravi.y and integricy of ſuch men as are 
inveſted with thac power, J may check all abuſes and'diſ- 
orders in the Church, and by a well ordered diſcipline, I 
may recover my ſelf co my former glory and renown, for 
whi. h | was ſpoken of throughout the world ? | 
12. Coe you except againit the private infirmities, the 
perſonal failings of my Biſhops and Minifters, as lefle ftrift 
and unblameable in their lives; 'lefs painful in thir calling; 
Þ os lefſe 
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teſſe prudent intheir NR," z or. kſſe compafſſionare in 
their Government ? chough all rhe worki knowechy thac 
within me Learning flourtſheth, Knowledge multiplyeth, 
Grace aboundeth,-xcellent Preaching thriveth, Sacraments 
aredurlic adminiftred, the fruits of Gods fpiric are mighti- 
he diffuſed; hoſpitable Kindnefs is exerciſed. Chriſtian cha- 
rity is mainiained, plain- heartednefie and goods works are 
emmnient 3 though I know the Chriſtian world cannot ſhew 
men'moreeminent then fome of my Clergy are for welt- 
_— Knowledge, for Chriitian Courage and Patience, 
for ſincere piety, tor indefatigable induſtry, for Care and 
Vigilancie; for exertplary Vertue, for ſound Do&rine,' uſe- 
fal Wricingy prudent Governing'; for a firm-Coriſtancy,for 
(atherly Irtradtiors ; charitable Correftions, and imirable. © 
Converfationsz: who guide the people without any allowed 
keentioulhef in converfation,any undeceney in Devotion, 
anly irreguluvicie: in” Adminiſtration; in all which, accor- 
ding tothe facred direQion of Gods Word,accordingro the 
heavenlie afltance- of Gods ſpirit: throngh Faith in | Jeſus 
Chrift, they ceach thenveo'worthip the only true God, who 
15 blefſed for ever; as the admirable inſtruments of Gods 
glory, andithe good: of mens fou's: teaching them 2 fruic- 
ful and effe&ual Faith, a ſound and judicious Knowledoe; 
an hearty and/ fincere-Love, a diſcreet and prudenc/Zes), a 
fevere and througly Repentances fervencand devour Piay- 
ers, godly and unfeigned Sorrow, ſpiritual and unſpe:ka- 
ble Comforez,welb grounded and firm Hepethogran e-and 
holie:Converfation,a'meek obedience and ſubmiſſion inthe 
general-frame:of Chriſfianmensearriage. Though} have 
men famous for greatmeſs. of Learning: foundneſs of Judge 
ment, praviey* of \{Manyers;; andSaiticy of Lives; yer" a- 
mong my ten-thonfand Miniſters, ic's likely fome muy doe 
amife, It when there were bur three'men inthe world, one 
was® Murthererz if among Noah's: ſons; 'ofie of the: three 
was ' diſobedients. if among. Facoi's children, of-cwo one 
wasprophane:: if'of twelve Apoſtles, one was a-Divel, anoZ 
therdiflembled;; and a thicd denyed his Maſter; if anr»ng - 
che Alian Angels, there is none but was to. be reproved; if 
among the for Primicive Preachers, there was a Dems that 
leved-the-preſent world;;a-Diowephes that loved the pre-emis 
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wence : among my fo man Sea Clergy it's not like. 
ly bue that ſome may fall ſhort of the ſevere-exuRneſſe re-« 
| E_ all Miniſters, who ought-.co be patterns in good 

works, | 
Oh my Clergy are not Angels, but men fubje&co the 
like in5rmicies with other men. Jf they ſhould ſay they bave 
no ſin, they would decerve. themſelves, and the truth would 
ot be in them : but if they confeſs their ſins, he is faithful and 
juſt to forgive them therr ſins, and to Cleanſe them from all 
unrighteouſneſs. Be Perieftion the glory of other Church» 
members, the glory of mine-is Sinceriry* © Wichout all 
« peradventure,':the moſt holy and all-ſeeing: Golly, wha 
& walketh in the -miilft of the Golden Candleſticks, whoſe 
<pure eyes are moſt intent upon the Minifiers af the Church, 
& hath found iniquity in his ſervants che Biſhops, and other 
« Miniſters,: both as to their perſons and profeſſions ; all 
c« things being open and nes ro hymn with whom we have 
& todo. . : TS = 
1. He obſerves how many canſecrated andyſer apare to 
the ſervice of God and his Church \in the name, place,po- 
werand authority cf Jeſus Chip and approaching his gra« 
cious pgeſence with Aaron in fic holy of holies, in the glo- 
ri anifeſtations of God int Chrilt co his Church, by 
ick Ordinances and ſpiriual- Influences, have not ſo 
ſanQifi:d the Name of the.Lord God, their God, in-their 

Hearts and Lives in their De&rines and Ducies. 
2. The great Searcher of hearts knoweth how raſhly ma- 
of his Miniſters undertake, how careleſly they manage 
x 4d great and terrib'e-work, under. which Angels /may 
ſaron, and great Apoſtles cry, Who tis ſufficient for theſe 
things | how vulgarl;#they converſe, how lazily.they live, 
how looſely chey behave themſelves, how ambirioufly they 
deſigne, how coveroully chey reach, how enviotly they re- 
pine; how unexemplarily they walk unworthy of the! favour 
and indulgence ſhewed them, coche amazement of, their 


High- calling, che dilhonor of their Profeſſion, cto-the forfei- 
ture of their Dignity and Plenty, the endangering of their_ 


Peace and Satecy. | 
- He eat is about our paths, and about our dwellings, 
hath <bſcried how unprepgredly, negligently and 'irreve- 
| y rently, 
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rently, how partially, popularly and paſſionately, how for- 
mally afd vainly, without any power of godlineſs, Life of 
Religion, ſome performe the work of God, the great work 
of Eternal concernment to our own and other mens fouls. 
. He whoſe eyes ſee, whoſe eye-lids try the children of 
men, hath looked down from heaven, and obſerved the ini- 
uity of ſome mens holy things; their dead and unreaſona» 
ble, inſtead of a living and acceptable ſerviee :' he hath ta- 


' ken notice of that ſupine negligence which hath ſunk ſome 


mens Miniſtrations belove the juſt majeſty, ſolidity and gra- 
vity of Goſpel-diſpenſations; others by an affe&ed height 
and depth;for want of plain inſtruttion and charitable con- 
deſcending, amuſe the poor pevple,who know not what they 
ſay, nor whereof they do affirm. 

5. He that will reprove, and ſet mens (insin order before 
them, hath taken notice of ſome mens remils compliance, 
and others .exa@ rigours, (according to their private tem- 
pers, judgements and paſſions) whereby they twerved too 
much from that juſt chariey, diſcretion, legalicy and con- 
ſtancy which my Canons intented, and my conſtitution, 
health and peace required; eſpecially in the peeviſh couchi- 
neſſe of theſe times, when fo many fubtle and envious ones 


lie in wait to deſtroy me. | 

Yet my Church- mens exorbitancies are not my conſtitu- 
tions, their failings are not my frame, their infrmities are 
not my nature z{ their fall is no more mine who difallows it, 
then the Angels fall may be che ,Heavens that forbid ir : 
their weaknetſes are humane my authoriry is divine $ that 
charicy which thinkech noevtl, will not /ay upon me thoſe 
enormities. which I forbid by a Law, which | reſtraine by 
Diſcipline, which [ mourn for in mine Humiliation, and 


- diſcountenance in thoſe great patterns that ſhew a moſt ex+ 


cellent way.. Theſe ſinnes (O the Chriſtian world ! ) are 
tranſgreſſions of my Law, affronts co.my Authority he bat- 
fles of my Canons. and Injunctions. -..O chat my Agologie 
were written, yea, printed in a book, for the ſatisfa&tion of 
the world, that the good that I would do, that Tcannot do 2 
and the evil thar I would not doe that, 1 do {' 1fingd:a law of 
my members again(i the lam of my mind 1 So that e's no more 
I, bur the fins and the finners that. dwelLin.me. ....,,. 

, F ; » ; C 4 « 4 ps Pa [c 


; : _ ny Mt = 

' 4. Tr's yow, it's you whom'f have nonriſh:d and brotight 
up as children, whom I have enconraged as Minifters, whom 
I Lave promoted as Governours ; it's you that have brought 
this reproachand danger tipon me. When I had wich he- 
roick patrence endured the oppreflion of adverſaries; by a 
Chriftian pradence defeated the actemps of Schifmaricks, 
by an exemplary humilicy and qo turned the hearts of 
enemies, and by a miracle of Reftauration ſilenced the 
mouths of all ment; yourny Sons,opened the mouth of ſcan= 
dal , ftrengthned che cry of reproach, raiſed the clamonrs 
of the envious, | Oh, if an 'enemy had donethis, 1 could 
with the fame Chriftian conrage I have ſuffered thefe twenry 
years, have born it ; butit's you of my own bofome,family 
an1 profeſſion : O.; ou, my Clergy, whom] expeR&ed more 
glori:-us, more [ſt:emed, more reverenced before all the 
world, after yoirr conftant ſufferings, who coming our of 
this fiery furnace, might ſhine brighter then ever you did 
with the love of C hrift-and of me his Church, both as to the 
care of thoſe private charges and pnblik infpetions, com- 
mirted to yon in excellentorder,and by due authority : and 
I expced that neither Ln nor enyy, pomp nor populari- 
ty, neither covetonſnefſe nor ambicion, ſhould diftraft the 
thoughts, divide the hearts, exaſperate the humonrs, or pro» 
voke the reproach of an incenſed _ e againſt my Order 
and Government, and the good of alf ſorts of Chriftians, 
Whoſoever of yon, notwichſtanding the miracles both of 
your fufferings and reliefe, at fuch a time as this, when the 
mouth of Hel] is open” againſt me, ſhall open any other 
mouth to joyne in the cry againft the Church, give life or 
tongue toany ſcandalous fin, and fet that to its clamans de 
terra, crying from the ground ; that by luxury or ſloth, by 
covetoufnels or griping, by inſolence or pride,by careleſneſ(s 
or loofeneffe, by diforder and irregularicie, ſhalt jaftifre 
mens mahice againſt me, and by that means perſwaie cre- 
dulous and eafte people, that is trite that hath been (aid of 
me, alt is juſt that hath been inflied upon me ; Iknow not 
what Wo is heavy enough for him : O alas, my Brother ? 
O it hat þeen better for hin he Þad never been born, | 
5. My Dofrinice | can mzintaine, my diſcipline I can 
aſlect,,my conftientron! can vindrcarte : Loy you,O my Sons, 
I cannot 


— 


. i h.# | 
I cannat juſtifie : wo is me that I muſt hear your reproach) 
and cannot gain-ſaie it. Five things there are that tend 
equallie to mine and your own ruine, which I mult charge 
you before the world : Five things that will inſcnfiblie un- 
dermine my famous Fabrick, which hath been the care and 
labour of ſo many years when ere&ed, and the micacle of 


this laſt year when reſtored. Theſe five ſad Parciculars,ares 


. . I, Undue Ordination, 
- 2» An unconſcionable Simony, 
 . . 3» Gareleſſe Non-reſidence. 
.. : 4+. Looſe Prophaneneſs. 
5. \Encroaching Pluralities. 


= "CHAP. II, 
The Church of England's reſentment of Undue Ordination. 
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A Lthough Iam well fatisfied (whatever the Romaniſts 
And others have of late ſuggeſted) that my Ordination 
is Authentick, Primitve and proper in the form of it; is va- 
lid in the Author, being by men ordained in an unincer- 
rupted ſuccefſion.by the Primitive Biſhops, as they were by 
the Apoſtles, and the Apoſtles by Chritt, and Jeſus Chrift 
by God himſelf; and is regularand legal in the circumſtan- 
ces of it, bezng agreeable to the eſtabliſhed Lawes of the 
Reaſm;. yet not without much regret muſt I confefſe. that 
ſolemn inveſticure of menco the great calling of Miniſters; 
fallen much below ics native glory, much ſhrunk in ics Pri- 
mitive ſacrednefle and reverence, and extreamly decayed in 
its firſt eſteem and honour, beca ſe my Reverend Biſhops in 
the great intricacies of late alterations, ate ſurprized to be- 
ſftow the honour of that high calling, i. up:nche Young, 
2. upon the Unlearned, 3, upon the Debauched ; and 4. 
upon the FaQious. .. 
OS | SECT. 1. 
Of Young Miniſters, whereof 1 have a Call of ahove 3000. 
X F© is me / when | have thoſe that teach before they 
have learned; that | have thoſe chat would inſtru& 
others, and have need themſelves be iuſtruted which are 
the firſt principles of the Doftrine of Chriff. Inſtead of the 
ancient F athers, we have children who. are-made Priefts,1n all 
| C2 Lands. 
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Lands, Formertimes Ya. 5 © 4 excellene Clergy for 
their age and gravicy, reverenced them for their learning 
and auſterity and eſteemed them as the wonder of the world; 
and ſaid, 45k the Father, and he nll ſhew thee; thine anci- 
ents, and hey ſhall tell thee: this age flights them for their 
youth and weakneſs, for their ignorance and unexperience, 
as perſons that are but of yeſtardy, and know nothing. We 
have underſtanding, faith the common people to the young 
men, as well ax you : we arenot mferiour to you; yea, who 
knoweth not ſuch things as theſe ? As the Patriarchs ſeparge 
ted their firſt-born for the Prieſt-hood, and Moſes & Aaron 
reſerved them elves many years for their Miniſtries, and the 
E aw prep: r-4 men thirty years for the facred ſervice ; and 
the bleſſed Jeſus, the Preacher of righteouſnels, encred nor 
until the chirtieth year of his Age upon the great work of 
the Miniſtry : fo my Biſhops, knowing bow to bebave theme 
ſelves in the work, of God, which is the Church of the living 
Ged, the pillar and ground of truth, took heed to themſelves 
and the docks over which the holy Ghoſt had made them O- 
verſcers, that they laid hands ſuddenly onno man, neither 
were partakers of other mens fins, but keep themſelves pure, 
taking carethat men be firſt proved, and then uſe the Office 
of a Deacon, being found blameleffe ; and then when th 
had uſed the Office of a Deacon well. and purchaſed to them= 
ſelves a good degree of a Prieſt or Biſhop, then they took care 
8 at they ſhould be blameleſſe, vigilant, ſober, of good behavi= 
our, given to hoſpitality, apt to teach : ——= not Novices, leſt 
bemmg lifted up with pride, they ſall into the condemnation of 
the Devil. Moreover, they took care they might have a 
good report of them that are without, leſt they fall te reproach 
and condemnation of the Devil. But now, fince the looſe- 
nefſe of theſe late times,there are admitted tothe Prieſthood 
of the meaneſt of the people, who are not the ſons of Levi : as 
in Feroboam's days, every one that will, is made a Prieſt, 
that he may have bread co eat. Thoſe Pulpits thas were 
filled with ancient Fathers, are now Desks for young chil- 
dren : thoſe folemne Aſſemblies that were rape up into the 
third Heaven with pious Sermons and devout Prayers, hear 
the late pedantique Herangues and juvenile Orations with 
fcorn and laughter : thoſe people that thronged to m_ the 
. wHAdOme 
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wiſdome of God delivered ge demonſtration of the Spt- 
rit and with power, are quite weary of that.true foo/iſhneſſe 
of Preaching, that confiſts onely in the childiſh wiſdome of 
-words, and in the trifling enticing words of mans wiſdome. 
I had reverend men thac ſhewed themſelves a pattern of good 
works, in Dofirine ſhewing uncorruptneſſe, gravity, ſincerity, 
ſornd ſpeech that cannot be condemued;; that they that were 
of The contrary party were aſhamed, having no eviil co 
* ſay of them, when I ordained Elders in every City. Thad 
men blameleſs. ſober, juit, holy, temperate; whole judgements 
were fetled, whuſepalſions were allayed, whole att: &ions 
were compoled, wiſe aftins were adviſed, and converſa- 
tion exat-and4 uniforme: tince, every one did what was 
{in his own e-es. - My young Miniſters have been un- 
ablein all their ways, unſerled in their minds, raſh in cer 
unJerrakings, imprudent in their carrizge, weak in cheis 
diſcourſes: unexperienced in their behaviour. not even, or- 
derly an: ftayed incheir converſation; tothe grief of good 
men. who eſteem all Miniſters very highly in love for their 
works ſake ; to the joy of thoſe evil men that have ill-will 
for $ien, who cry. Aha, ah:, ſo would we haveic. O young 
men, who requirerb theſe things at your bands? Why do you 
run before ] am willing to ſeni{ you ? O tow dare you take 
this Office ypon you, uncil you arecalied with ſolemn prepa- 
ration, 89 was Farosn? Arenotyou afraid (now you have 
newly paſſed the elements of Philoſophy, and thetirſt prin- 
ciples of-Nature) to look into thoſe myſteries which the 
Angels defire to look into, to ſearch into that knowledge 
which paſſech knowledge? Are not you afraill tosfcend that 
Pulpit whither Luther ſaid he never aſcended (though very 
aged) wichout fear and trembling ? Are not you afraid to 
undertake that dreadtu] work from which the Prophets fleJ, 
the Fathers avoided,the Primitive Paſtors trembled at? Do 
ou know what you do, when you undertake to be Embaſ- 
fadors in Chriits ſtead to bring back the world co God, to 
be Co-workers with God in the ſalvation of ſouls, to be - 
) Angels of the Church, to be as Stars in Gods right hand, 
| to be Stewards of the miſteries of God, co watch for preci- 
ous ſous as they that muſt grve an account ? How can 
you govern others, who cannot goyern your ſelves? What 
power 
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power have you . over dthers, who have hardly any- power 
over your ſelves? What eſteem can you find among them, 
who will naturally diſpiſe your youth ? Did not Philoſaphy 
think. youtit (O. young men ) tohear Morals, and ſhall Di- 
viniry admit you-to reed divine Lefures 7 How can you in 
the heat of youth, in the vigour:of your luſts, appear inthe - 
world perſwading men to mortife their lufts, co crucifie the 
fleſh with the affe&ions and lufts ? With what hope can you 
endeavour to compalſe the world to that great Rule, to # 
which you cannot compoſe your ſelves 2 How will yon be- 
have your ſelves as Guides among perſons whoſe years and 
experience are ſo much beyond'yours? How impertinent= 
Iy will you converſe? how weakly will you difeourle ? how 
imprudently will you deal? how contemptibly will you 
liveamong a ſtaid: and diſcreet people, - wiſer then you in - 
their Generations? co 05 1Tatoe ib: 6 1555.1 
5 Fhe goodneſs of God having furniſhed man with two 
£ chief Inſtruments (faich an incomparable man) both ne- 
<« cefſary for this life, hands to exerciſe, and a mind to de- 
< viſe great things z the one is not profitable longer then 
&« the vigour. of - youth doth Rrengthen ic, nor the. other 
5 greatly:t1]] age and experience have: brought.it to per- 
<« fetion. | * ( HOLY 05 90: 197 468 4} £36:4 
. SECT. 2-. n 
Of Debauched Men ordained, 1500. Hs 
H, am },as F:lian blaſphemed,theſanQuary of all pro- 
phanencſs? Am 1 a reiugefor all licentiouſne(ſs? Whom 
a ftri& Colledge expels, whom the ſevere Univerifity dife 
countenanceth, whom civilmen nore with a mark of hatred 
and abhorrence, muſt [ admic t@.my facred Order,' and 
honour with my moſt. ſolemne Miniſtrations ? My care is, 
that each Minifter ſhonld be of an holy aud anblameable ton- 
verſation : What have cheſe poor creatures ro. dae to take 
Gods Wordheld forch by ime-in their-mouths,: ſeeing they 
hate to be reformed ? O my reverend Sons,. what, do yau 
bring a man to reach the world a God and his ſervice, J/bo 
is without God in theworld ? =— What, do you ſend them 
eo ſpeak of that God who is not im all: their thoughts ? Why 
are chey. employ ed:to propagate the: knowledge of God, 
who delire that the knowledge of the holy One may ceale 


fi on 


En r—_—_—— Io eu — 
- 


"CR. oo. 
from them ? Fo whar parpoſe do they preach an holy Life, 
who never intend to livete? Why do they put thoſe poor 
fouls to pray for thoſe things of God, which they doe nor 
defire ? toread that Bible-which they do not believe,tobind 
thoſa heavy burthens upon the people, which chey then- 
ſelves do nat intend to bear ? co teach that ont the Sabbath 
demutely,whick chey will contradift throughone the Week 
profancly ? Is there any need of authorizing piublick pat- 


' cerns of 1mpiety 2 Do you intend co deſtroy what ye have 


buth 2-1 know 3ounot. - Why then do you fend lewd Mi- 
niſters to teach ment by an evil ex.mple that prophaneneſſe 
which | have endeavoured wo reform by my good inftrutt< 
on ? Wo is me,.'thas |tee- thoſe within me rurming t all 
excels of riot, who are employed to teach a pure Religion, 
and undefiled before G-.d. You, O reverend Fathers taughe 
men to deny all ungodlineſs and worldly tutts, and live fo 
berly, juſtly and y_- inchis prefent world ; and will you 
ſuffer men cogo frum:among yon ,- t6 rexeh a)l ungod'inelſe 
and worldlie lufts ?' O ala: ! one manta Divine and a Beaſt ! 
What. conſecrated to God, and devoted to fin ! Atn abomi- 
nation in the holie place! —— © Behold, thou art called 
« g Miniſter, and refteſt.in the Law, and makeſt thy boaft 
& of God, anil knoweſt his wil}, -and approveft the things 
c« that are more. excellent, being inftrufted our of the Law ; 
&« and ert confident | that thou thy ſelfe art a Gttide to the 
« blind , a light of: them which are in darkneffe, atrIn- 
& firuRor of the fooliſh, a Teacher of babes, which haft the 
« form-of knowledge; and of che'truth of the Law, thou! 
© chereforethat reacheſt another, reacheſt thow not thy feWf ? 
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cc. thou that preacheit a man thould not tes}, doſt thouftea? ? 
& chou that ſayeſt a man ſhonld not comme adultery, doft 
« thou comma adulkeric ? thou that abhorreft Idols, doſt 
« thoit commit. Sacniledge # thon that mekeſt thy boaſt of 
« the Law; . through breaking the 'Laty ' diſhonowvreft hou 
« God F.fot the Name of: God is blaſpheined umong the 
6c. | 1 thr ugh your!" :; ern IF 74-4 - 943 } 
| SECT. 5. 
| Of Un'tarned Men Ordamed. 

Am aſhamed that! that ignorance - which formertie formd 
[ prefermentshould. now frond orders too and thet | _ 
| | ettle 
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} ſettle them legally in that calling, wherennto I alwaies ſaid 
they had illegallie intruded themſelves. Jt was too much 
co ſuffer that. daring ignorance to Vſurp the ſacred Office, 
much more to conſecrate-it to it. The. late Miſcarriages 
want.nothing to compleat, them, but to be hallowed. The 
Catholick Church never entertained a 'Miniftry but what 
was qualified eicher with extraordinaric gifts from above, 
or with humane learning from' below : by which the mind 
being mitrufed and improved in all the riches of wiſdome 
and knowledge, which are-part of the glorie-and image of 
God in man; - by.this learning all craths are clearlieunfol-_ 

* ded..: How do you think poor fouls can clear:divine truths, 
lying. hid: in che depth, darknefleand ambiguity of Origi- 
nal words, without skill in Languages ? How can the attain 
the genuine and emphatick ſenfe of the Word of God with- 
out $kilhin the Original words and phraſes ? How-can they 
maintain the cruths:L have eftabliſhed; . and confuce the er- 
rours:|-have condemned? How can they deteS the fallacies 
wich which my poor-people are deluded; and eonvince the 
oain-layers with , which I am troubled, and diſcover thoſe 
ſophiſms in which! poor ſouls wrap themſelves, darkning 
wiſdame with words, without underſtanding, without the arc 
of ſound realnwang?. How can they'tonvey the holy truths 
they are furniſhed wich to others, withour an holy Eloquence, 
a ſacred Perſwalion and Rhetorick; which.may commend 
them to mens minds; and enforce:chem-upoa their hearcs ? 
how can they ſatisfie . themſelves and / others in the Contro- 
verfies of chis Age, without the-Qbſervarions, Hiſtories and 
Cuſtoms of former Ages.z and ſtandingin the wayes, -and 
aking. for che old, which'is the goad way, and walk there- 
in, '{o find: reſt for cheir ſouls F_ +1t f 
' Howis it poſlible for thoſe poor creatures co underſtand 
ſundxy, paſſages of Scripture, dependine upon-propriety of 
word3&ldiqms,oF upen the Cutioms;Rites;ProverbyForms, 
Uſoges laws Ofhces and Antiquide ofthe Affyrian,Perfian, 
Gre, k and Roman Governments, without a;coniperent por- 

tion of. humane Learning #7 My Religion was as che Kings 
Daughter,all glorious-withinz attended on by Arts and Sct- 
ences, thoſe Handrmaids, who: cloathed; her ' with garinients 

f wrought with needle>work of diverscolours; etubroideting 

ei: 24 her 
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her with: pathetick; Blegancies, with ſolid Eloquence agd 
Orations, wich Sublimity, and Gravity , with Method and 
Acueneſs,wich excellent: Morals,and uſefyl Obſervations of 
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wich:-himanity 3: tome methoJs of intelhigibleJheaſon; aud 
profitable Scripiure-Divinity; > The Lawuyaspublilhed 
by. Moſes, learned in all the Learning of the Egyptzans::-che 
Goſpel was propagated *by-St. Pax, bred inp- ar-thefeer dt 
Gamalicl, ww all the \vaticiies ofyHearhejiih.and :Jowith 
knowledge cothe Premitevesbachess (as Glebreie 4leyry fiuſed, 
Tertul.: St. Ang. St. Ambroſe | Min. #el- La&mntzaandiiihers) 
maintained the Faithito. propzgated; by their» cothprehen- 
five Learning. Therefore} rave? raken-care:-thatrnone 
thonld be admitted to: Orders: bat they whoware app oved 
by-ſohdr and anate, men;as #bo bang gibew heal ae mlb 
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* men'of whom there is TAS £.e 7 IEP their promptnel; 
of wit, quickneſs-of conceit, faſtnefs of memory, clearneſſe 
of underſtanding; ſoundnefſe of judgement, and readineſſe 
' of ſpeech3 thartheymayun'time,by'art, —_— experh- 
- ence Jand obſervation, become-skiltul Linguiſts, fabele Diſ- 
ants, Copious Orators, exa@t Critiques,. comprehenſive 
itorians, profound Divines, and powerful Preachers 4 that 
thronghout the three Kingdomes I may have thoſe hat may 
ſertle the people rizhtly, taſtrudt the ignorant clearly, fatis- 
-fie the dowibrful fully, meet- with the ſeducers Sldtfully, 
and promote piety and peace ſuccesfully. As the times 
now are, wherein Learning abounderh even unto wanton- 
nefſe, and wherein the world is full of Queftions, Contro- 
verfies, Novelties and Niceties in Rehgion, and wherein 
moſt of our Gentry and people are (by the advantage of 
long peace,-and the cuſtomes of modern Education, toge» 
ther with a mutricude of Engliſh- Books) are able to look 
through the ignorance of a Clergy-man, and cenſure it, if 
he be cripping in any point of Hiſtory, Colmography,Moral 
or Natural Philoſophy, Divinity or . the Aresz yea, and to 
-chaſtiſe his very method and- phraſe, if he ſpeaks looſely or 
mpercinently, or but improperly. I, as theſe times are, 
mult not admit any 'Clergy-men wichout a competency of 
Learning ; as who may endeavour by their 'prayers, care 
afid induſtry to improve the Learning they have, fo as they 
may be able upon good occafion:to impart a ſpiritual gift 
$0 the people of God, whereby they may beeftabliſhed, and 
to ſpeak wich ſuch underſtanding, ſufficiencie-and pertinen- 
cie, in ſome good meaſure of proportion ro-the quicknefſe 
and ripeneſs of theſe preſent cimes;ſhewing'in their Doſtrine 
uncorruptneſs, gravity. fancerity, ſound;ſpeech which cannot 
be condemned ; that they which are of the contrery party 
may be aſhamed, baving no evill to ſay of them. 1, whote 
Clergy profeſſed to.uſe, and prayed to God to blefſe their 
Preparative Studies, Mediations, Writings, Readings, 
habitually to-fic them for that dreadful work, and for every 
atual diſcharge of it; | amaſbamed of thoſe poor Smatte- 
rers, who-have gathered a few raw and indigeſted Notiong,. 
either by ſuperficial reading of the Scriptures,. or by hear- 
ing ſome Sermens,, or by gleaning « licche dans _— 
rom: 
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from the plaineſt Writings $ Fl any Critical, Hiftori« 
cal, or Polemical Learning) who are fic implements to 
bring in ſuch ignorance, irreverence, Atheiſm, Superſtition 
and Confuſion, as ſhall quite put out the Chriſtian and re- 
formed Religion in this Nation, (reducing all to the anci< 
ent darkneſs, looſenefs and barbarouſheG) which hath been 
eſtabliſhed by: perſons of real abilities, of Learning, 
ſound knowledge, ſober podgemnenes, orderly Merhod grave 
Uccerance, and weighty Eloquence ; which all wiſe and ſo+ 
ber Chriſtians. expe& ſhould appear in every true Miniſter 
of the Charch of Chrift, inſuch a competent. mealure and 
evident manner, as they may be able comfortably: to diſcern 
them and » (ho ta enjoy thew. I am aſhamed to fee a Roll. 
of four hun ed, and tix and twenty Tradeſnen, who, 1. 
out of defultory reſtleſnels, 2, out of covetouſneſs and am- 
bition, 3. out of ſullenneffe and diſconcent, 4 out of pride 
and-cnvy,.. having-jntfuded in former years into che ſacred. 
Calling of a, Minifters .ane:now erdeined coir: Lam aſha- 
med that my Authority ſhould conſecrate theic Extravagan- 
cies; and that' whac- 1: looked upon as the miſery of late 
times, ſhould bg e//owed inthis ; that | ſhould countenance 
vain men that.xun; frogthat Calling whereinthey.are-cal- 
led, and. uſurp the Qitry, Hdnotir and Auchority of that 
ſacred. Prieſthood and Evangelical Miniſtry, 'infticuted by. 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſty as ſenc of God the Farher ; #;miſchicf 
that greacly' threatnech-.che Ghurch and! State, Faich. and 
good Manners, all things -Civilias; well 'as Sacred, O whac 
wile and honeſt: hearted, Proteſtant «Cthabhath: any 'cate of 
poſterity or proſpeRt forthe future) findesnocia fac diſpon- 
dency, with,an holy. impatience ariiingim hbisfoul, while he 
ſceth lo many. weak ſhoulders, fuch unwaſticn hands, fuch 
ungrepyrenfege ſuch. raſh heads,, ſuch empty ſouls-- pub- 
lik Intruding therpſelves.upan alltily Duges,! all ſacred, 
Offices, all ſoſemn;Myſteries, 1a divine Miniſtrations' with; 
£qu 1 infolengy.and. ualufficiency,. berng forithe moſt part! 
{] much the. more impudent, be henna they are grolly: 
ignorant; in whom you cannot diſcern any either raitonal 
or Hrs. cron: Tue pe Eats wm noon in any. degree 
proportiongble to what was obſervable in my moſt ſalid Mis. 
niſters, my. moſt nee reholarnond moſt RG gag" 
2 who 
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the: world ?, whereby 1 mi [anguiſh and dic, my reformed 
Religion.muyſt deca;, my piety ani! charity mult be, weak- 
ned, and my Autbory and diſcipline Janguiſh. What ee 
will picy, me:when | bave raiſed. thoſe,.men that ſhall ruine 
mes when(l. have, commiltioned thoſe men that ſhall oppoſe 
mes; 3nd given -chetn an.quportunicy for popular applauſe 
who hall yſe ic againit me? wichouc my leave, no Ocdinatis 


on.3 nv Ordinatian, no pretence to preach ; no preachin 


no,pub!ick opportunity to. ſeduce whole multicudes again! 
Do@rine and The oliney againſt Qrder, and, Government: 
My Gafery is now aniuine 9wn bands ; if Þ cake Fare whe 1.1, 
prefers. need. nyr,care whom L may fear; if I careful ; chk 
my Miniſters I need not offeniively ſuſpend chem :..if I xaok 
care whom 1 ordained, } might without any.noiſe pic an 
end to all my tro.ble.: Mortaticy would filence thoſe Mini-, 
ſters tha;nowdiftyrb my. peace, ant'a; care.may;prevent 
any moxe« gw aminoully.do ſome men diſcourſe? how. 
popularly dothey; endeavour to, preach ?.what dangerous 
uumations do they.make? how, untowardl; do they. con- 
frrm ? how ackgardly doe baey wit = nd Pat ſl | 
read my; Liensgy 7, YVheo-l.coniyler.the general approbati- 
ON At {Fs oe my;£z0 «ernment, aud:Diſci line before. 
the Wars, byjalltheGlergy and Layry of cheſe | pants 
and witha, remember how concrary; to true Learning an 
honeſt Integrizy;; as ifchey; underſtood [not what they did, 
ar that they did canform contrary to their conſCience, con- 
trary&0:their-ſormer oaths andiprafliles againſt their, pbe-, 
drence ro the-Lawsif being before the points, in;rontrover-. 
fie had) auy free and iimpargall debuts theſe:,men, cryed; 
down the eſtabliſhed Govergmentand Religinn, and apgro- 
ved-and encouragethe violent and. moſt. iHegal; Exiraya- 
gancies, tending to the ugter, ruine bf, Rehgion and Go-, 
vermmeat.' 7:1 wor Iitwrel yan ies Conphtins that wn, 
- Indeedi I muyſhiconfeſſe that: moſt of all fides who have 
thought of tlbne amiſſe, have done. Þ not.out of . malice or 
wilfulneſs, -but out of miſ-information.or miſ apprehenſion 
of .tliings:: .an4: therefore: 1, charitably chink none will be 
raate faithful ther thoſe perſons who upon mwure delibera- 
tiombeing.mada ſenſible off their exrouts; doe ferl -in their, 
hearts molt: vehemencimarives ofirepentence aud earneſt _ 
ES. 
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fires to make fome = qr for former defe&s, Yet ſuch 
fincere Converts are they, who ave not ſo much-frighted wich 
the ſudden miſcarriage, as convinced of the- continued er= 
rourof their ways; who arerather perſwaded by the truck 


- 


and resfon | always urged, then awed by the authority arid 
power I now enjoy; andto are not blindly - carried' on by 
that Providence _ adyanceth me _ m_ did, OP 
ain overturs Me; but are rationally w y.the 
Fi evidence of the Word), the wo, nrodlice of che 
Catholick Church, the beſt Comment upon that Word; end 
the irrefiſtable ffrength of Reaſon for Order and obedience, 
gpon which | was, a]wayes eftabliſhed, which 'they have not 
raſhly complyed with, until they had examined all Alltge- 
rions impartially, ſurveyed the meric of che Cauſe leaſurely, 
waited upon God by 'yrayer humbly, ſearched che will of 
Got and the conftant' Fm good 'men diligently and 
-incerelr, converſed with'good and knowing nien profitably 
and fatisfaQorily, and denyed theniſelves in all worldly re- 
ſpeQs moſt Chriftianly; * The Lapfed were not formerly ad- 
mitted to the communion of Chriftians, much leſs co the 
honour of Mtnifters, *without thatdiſcreet delay-- wherein: 
they might havecime tofatisfe themielvevitr therraſong and 
others in the ſincerity of their repentance! ainticonvertion.” 
With that caution'we3 the Jewiſh Proſelyee veceived'to- the 
\ Sznagogne ? with what care ought a ian "be broughe 
cothe Pulpit ?'Do they ſerve God in this complyance;or do- 
jr beet cime ?: W they (erve God; he was:the ſame as- 
yeſterday, T6 to day,anhd' for ever;' Do they-ferveiche times?” 
God forbi@that-they who tezch # Religion whoſe imereſt is 
in another world, ſhould yer” 'owtrno more Religion hen 
may confiſt with their intereſt in this. Alsz, (ſay-poor ſouls, 
diſtracted with aleerations- of times and men, - to their un- 
conſtant Minifters) isthis way lawful you ſubmic-to2: why 
then did you deelare it ſuperſtitious, Popiſh,'amd intolera- 
ble theſe twenty years, befors God, Angels and'Men?!:bs ic 
unlawful? why do you pratiſe-ic now Þ Was it agginft your 
Conſrciences all che while itwas x" uerkfhtenetahe on and is it 
agrecable to your Conſciences: now: it: is upon. a ſudden: 
countenanced ? ' Oh have you perſwaded us theſe: rweney” 
years coyenture Lives and Eſtates againſt: thoſe things you: 
- now 
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allow.and praftiſe ! ic for this you prayed ? Is ic for this 
we fought ? is.chis the ifſue of all our blood and treaſure ? 
&c. Oh it's a (ad thing to ſee men inthe ſame Desk reading 
Commone-prayer ina Surplice, where chey preach'd againit 
both Common. pra er and Surplice, Oh ic'sa Jad thing 
toſce men build up ig a day, that which they have deſtroy= 
ed theſe ewenty years. Ic's intolerable coſee men keep their 
places by Confo:micy, which chey giined by Non-confor- 
micy 3 when they eurned ont h men by crying down: 
1 my Government and Worthip, now they keep them out by 

| compliance with my Government and Worſhip. Alas, to 

| ſee men Presbyterian inthe beginning of the War, Inde- 
pendenc in the end of ic, and now Epilcapal. Where ſhall 

| we ſtop? Where we are now, we know ; where we hall be 
' a year hence, God knoweth. Alas, isa good Living the 

onlie Creed men have ? and Preferment their only Confeſ- 

fion of Faich ? It was a miracle chac St. Peter could convert 

| three thouſand at oe Sermon, it's nothing now chat his > 

E-+ Majeſtic hath converted ten thouland Miniſters wich one 
glance of his eye. Ah» bleſſed Hammond, thou diift write 
Tationallie ; excellent Gerden, thou didft perſwade power- 
fallie ; devout Teyler,thou didft urge pathericallie : honeſt 
| . Nicholſon, thou anſwer ſatisfaQorilie : folid Sexder- 
Jon, thou didft hate clearly ; holy Ver and Bell, you did 

offer moderatclie, heartily and Jearnedly. —— But who- 
| O ye worthics Tbelieved your report Þ who would hear you? 
- fo who was convinced by pou Fhe-King is reſtored, | flouriſh, 
| and diſpoſe of all Preferments, and my Converts areinnu- 
merahle. Well, 1 have bge two Wiſhes ; the firſt is, That 
alt-who have gone.eftray may be reclaimed to the way of 
2rutch ; theſecond is, Thar all who are reclaimed, ' be 
reclaimed from matare deliberation, and a ſerious conhde- 
ration of all that can be aVleadged on all hands, trying al! 
things and uppn. good. grounds bolding foft that which js. 
goo, Giye'tue'the men who conform upon the coal. ience 
of my principles, and not npon the proſperity of my Caule; 
—— who can negle@che moſt ſucceſsful errour, and own 
the moſt affii&ed/trach-; who are ſetcled upon my poinci- 

| which. are conftanc, and not upon; my prefermencs- 
which-are uncertain. 1s it the Kings Majcſties y__ they 


— 


OW _ _ _ 


( IR a} 


Mr. H. 
Mr. M. 
Dr. F.W. 


depend upon? he'niay Fd” ſe ic cheChnrch-Goverrimerit 
they depend upon ?that may fajl, 'E it Church:enconrage- 
ment they fiick to'?' that 'miy fail, Ts it che ancient" Truth 
and Faith they: comply with ? that harh never-failed;' a; 
«iat'witknever fail. Given Miniſizes who 4s they preach, 
fo live ' uport the things which. are not ſeen, ahd nor the 
thitigs which are ſeen; the things' which are'ſeen are rew- 
oral, the things which are not ſeen are #ernat.' 
And muſtI have a Samaritan'of Religion? ſerve the true 
God inthe Temple,and the 'Calves ar Berbel* Milt I have a 
ſound form of words in the Desk, arid ati'extewpoyy effiiffon 
in the Puſpit ? muff Thave 'the fame'tnan read Epiſchpallh 
to walls,and preach fa&iouſly to a throng? ufe the Ceremo» 
nies;and ſay to his confidents;They are a barden to him ? uſe 
the Surplice, yet rawiting to gipe offence ? uſe the Crofle-in 
'B-ptifty yer ſay wiſh it were ofborn? Well, | ſhall never 
F8tget the words of a wile and Jadicfoits Father, now with 
God :.<* They themfelves (meaning the Non: conformiſts) 
© FbtH time was ſeewed tobe, and if they difſettibled rior, 
« which we are unwilling to believe, were indeed reaſfona- 
<< ble well affefied : for they ſubmitted ro:Goverywent, uſed 
«the Ijturgie , and obſerved the Cerewonles appointed "AC= 
"*-E6fding wo Law and order ; 4nd gavetheir on n proſeſod 
"© 'aÞpprobation Of the lame, as well 'by expreſs words from 
xc their mouths,'a$ by. ſubſcription under. their haxds yer re- 
Ic meining upon, record : .what hath wrought-chis change in 
'©©cheth, (evidence of reaſon,or worldly intereſt) and howF-r 
« it' tiath wrought ypon them (ini realicy,orbugTn comply- 


.**'ance) and in what order rooy(by immediare afſpule pon 
erhand firſt wich their 


& their judgment , of by dealing under! 

« ife90n ) chemilelyesdo or ſhould beſt kyow.Ic highly con- 
«© cerneth them. as muth, as the peace of their conſciences are 
© werth, (and-tugh more then ſoy] ro. bg ell aſered char 
their hearty are fppight jn this affaiy. *an order there: 

« tnt0,not to,content themlſelyes wich hehe d.gycrly, pol 

« ;naination, there ismore wickednels and decenfank in 
© the hearts of ali men, then fb wen ate aware of:) bur e 

1 


- 


© make.the more diligent, diirift and impgriiall ſeargle pe 
*& ſible into che. true Canſes anlpfgtives of clus : or 
una tne 


< for; ſo much as fearFand hopes have been ever fo x 
os + < fitteſt 


< fitteſt engjay to work cet Rac) to enquire particularly 
« what influence or py Enarrs ether the fear of loofing 
. «what they had,or the hope of getting more might have in 
<< chis work towards the producing ſuch an. effe&.'t will beſt 
become others to Judge as charitably as they may; -bue 
doubrlefſe it will be ſafeſt forthem to be very jealous over 
themſelves, leſt ſo great « Change could not have been 
wrought in fo ſhort a ſpace, without a ſtrong infuſion of the 
one, or of the other, or both. into the Medicine thac wrought 
it; eſpecially fince che conjun&ure of time wherein this 
change happened, may very probably raiſe ſome ſuſpition 
that a viſible hope and advantage had fome eo-operation at 

leſt with whatſoever was the principal cauſe ofthis ſo ſudden 
an alteration. If not fo,nor fo,but that they find themſelves 
clearly convinced in their judgements of their former er- 
rour, and chat chey are fully perſwaded that they are now 

ina berter way then thac wherein they formerly walked, it 

is happy for them, and | doubt not bur char they wil! fude 

matcer of rejoycing in it if they be not miſtaken (a thing 

not.impoſlible)) inthe tryal of their own hearrs. ' O that f 

had men that in che change of cimes* were unchangeable in 

their mind and opinion, and to hold co their former and 

well-grounded Principle, ſolong as chey can neither appre- 

hend any reaſon of futhcient ſtrength to convince c&| e:r un- 

derſtandiags that they are inthe wrong, or to manifclt unto 

them the neceflicy O making ſuch a change. 
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| CHAP. 11. 
The Church of England's refentment of Scandalous Proſan- 


neſſe. - 
H you, my Sons, why doe you theſe things? for I hear 
Oc your evil dealings by all this people. Oh, Sirs, m 
God above looks upon you, and is provoked ; "A bleyed 
Angels ſee you their fellow- ſervants,{for you are a ſpefacle 
to God and Angels) and are grieved; wicked men obſerve 
you, and blaſpheme God good men behold you, and are 
aſhamed. 1s it for this that you are delivered, that you may 
work wickedneſſe ? Hath God puniſhed you, and will you 
yet {in more and more ? not twelve years. ſufferings 


reform 


ws 


E - ' not mixaclts of Jidgementc deter yon frm evil ? will noc 


return you make to a gracious God, to diſhonont him? ts 
this your kindneſle to me, .to undoe me? 1s this your gra- 
titude for the.publick favours of King and Parliament. co 


| high Calling ; you betray ic : Your Prince vyouchſafed you 
opal Favours; you ſhame him ; Honeſt people afford you 


kindneſs to your friends ? 


"y 
a= 
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fred them as {landers and calumnies ; I heard the late-com- 


I 


and hatred. * Dreadful things were daily ſuggeſted againſt 


| reviled, the Orthodox maintained you : ſober men writ for 
| you ; þut now you confiute them.: holy men excuſed you ; 
| but you contradi& them ; good and great men ſpoke for 


Mm 
” 


fhfie Malice itſelf? Muft you needs juſtifie what Uncharita- 


what they ſay; 
you hear not what they ſay,fſee what you are : You are the 
ſalc of the earth ;.if the ſalt now looſe its ſayour, wherewith 


; |; 
| | youhining {ights ?' 'Oh your careleſnefſe, Oh your indiffe. 


o 
- 


che Devil is ferious in nndoing them; the whole Creation is 


\ 


| reform ? will not twenty. yrirteprgeher ure you 2 will 
yo 


| | miracles of mercy oblige you ro.good 7 Oh, defpile you the -- 
| | riches of Gods goodneſs towards yon, not knowing that the 
| goodneſs of God ſhould lead 'you toFepentance?: Bit after 
your hardneſle and impenitency of heart, will you treafure 
F - up more wrath againſt another day of wrath? Is this the - 


| | | _ be ueter'y unworthy ? Religion hath honoured you with a- 
: 


| their pity and compaſſion; youdeceive them. Is this your 
| I faw indeed the late ſcandalous Centuries, but 1 negle-- 
plaints and outcries, bue ſlighted.themi.as I do envy, malice - 


you z great things were daily offered for you : the Fa&ion : 


you; but who will now believe them? Muſt you needs ju-- 


bleneſs ic ſelf durſt not ſuggeſt againſt you? Doe you hear - 
There, there go your Miniſters ? If 


(hall it be ſalced ? ic is thenceforth good for nothing but to be 
caſt out, and:to be troden under foot of men. Youare the - 
falt; yer, how unſavoury ? you are the light of the world, . 
arid do you walk as children of light? are you burning. \are 


rency in matter of Religion ! Oh how negligently you doe - 
F the work of the Lord, while you know God's ſerjous'in the | 
Word he fpeaks, inthe Judgements he afflits, inthe Mer-- 

cits he beftows: When yon know: Cheiſt is feriousin-re- 
| deemitig fonls, the holy pore is ſcrious in fanfifying them, . 


| ſerious: 


_ 


— 


ſerious round; about you... *.LIM Triflle with: icnjoxtal 
ſouls how you; Fey with the great and terrible: work of 
the Miniftrie.! haw-formallie you do:-pray 1 how uncongere- 
nedlie you do preach/bow vainle and unprofitablie do. you 
diſcourſe ! how unevetiſiedo you walk ! What, do you ſpeak 
for Eterqicie?, doe: you preach for Immortalitie ? Are you 
ſent of God} aze-you hereto ſave fouls? :and yet Gallio-likey 
Care far none of: thoſe things? | Wo is me, to fee youwelkin 
the counſel of the ungadly, fland in the way of ſinners, and 
ſit in the ſeat of the ſeoruful ; whole delight (hould'be inthe 
Lew of the Lord. me whiſc low you ſhould weditarenlay eng 
wight.!. What, the lamenian laugh at Religion, a preach 


it! che fame ſoul Drokb upan ferious Hotline: in.cdmpanys 


and yec urge it inttie great Congregation | Whatzpertizade 
men to vertuein the Palpioant lavgh menout oft m the 
Parlour { Where is thac ſerious Holinefſe thac crowned; 


| 
f | 
1 


LE - 036) ;- 
(Gaith Abrabam) take thou the %), ;" Give us the goods (ſay 
you) fake you-the ſouls, Is to live to-Chriſt in this ſenfe, thy 
gin? is to die to bim, thy advantage? Alas! Alas! 

; Oh your debauched cousſes, (you vile and ſerdid fouls) 
An holy Calling, and an-unholy Life !' Spiritual perſons, 
and yer live after the fleſh: a clean iGarmienc, and'an uns» 
clean-heart ! fervanrs of God, 'and-yet ſervants of fin ! re- 
verend in your Fun&ion, and yet ſhameful in your Lives 1 
a Miniſter, and yet given to Wine ! a Pricſt; and'yet wan+ 
ton + in holy Orders, and yetin riotous Diſorder 1 walk 


_circumſpeAaly, and yet reel! a man devoted to the Study 


and the Cloſer, in chambering.and wantonneſſe / converſa« 
tion in heaven, and in Ale-houſes-and Taverns! ftudie E- 
ternity,and yct trifle away time ! ſtand at the Communion, 
of Saints, yer fit down. in the-company. of ſcorners! Oh 
theſe things 0vght not to be. | I ELSES 
- Thus vite yuu are. and yet you-are proudy thus diſhonox- 
ting your: (elves, and yet ambitious. Learne of me (laid 
Chriſt) for 1 am meek, and lowly ; Look upon yon, you'are 
roud and Lordly. | made you: Miniſters for the ſervice of 
1s, you advance your ſelves robe Rulers.  Itaught every: 
ſoul of you tobe ſubje&; you are impatient of ſubjeRtion.' 
Humilicy and. meeknefſe was the glory of my Miniſters; 
hiineſs and pride is your ſhame. - ' Were you raiſed t 
the f-vour: of: God and. men lately, to be high now? God 
remembred, and man pitjied-you 1- your low eſtate; Col 


_ will cemember,and man-will puniſh you in your high eſtace.. 


You humbled your ſelves, and you were exalced 3- you ex- 
alk your ſelves, and you- may be madeJow.  Ottthe pride: 
chat compoſerh your Sermans, that commivesyourgefignes, 


that fills your choughts, that: formeth your countenances,” 
char purceth the Accents and Emphaſis on: your Words, that. 


- 0:dereth your Habie, moriclleth-:your Geitures ; that makes. 


30u aim at your ſe'ves inall you do,and forget God ; when 
you ſhould aim ar God, and _ your ſelves.Shall Mini- 
fiers that bring men to Heaven, livean pride, that cat 'An- 
gels to Hell ? WF 4.4 | {6G 
- . You are proud, . poor: ſouls, - and ye muſt 'be: contemtivns - 
tooz Ambaſſedoursof peace ye arezyerin ſtrife and envie-:- 
jou profeſs. a. Goſpel of: peace, .yet-what emulation-7*whar- 
5 wrath 2 


an 


OO: 
.wrath'>>Chaiſt left peace among you when he wentto: Heas- 
'ven,thall he find peace when be returns from Heaven ?:Oh 
-Bo: though Religion obligeth you to-peace, although divi- 
fions have undone us, akhough Truth be- almoſt- loft, - the 
power of Goitlineſs be decayed, good m#n be grieved. I be 
_ endangered; though enemies. be encuura;ed,. and Atheiſm 
be promoted by: your: unhappy ' differences.z yet ſtill you 
quarrel, ſtill yon diſpute. y doe- you ſtrive, ſeeing ye 
are brethren ?: Have-zou not one God-? have you not one 
Faich ?have you not one Baptiſm ?-have younor one Hope? 
Oh why do-you nar keep the. unicy. ofthe Spiric inthe bond. 
of peace ?' why theſe jealouſies, theſe fears: 4hſ- diſtances, 
theſe bitternefſes F: þ miark them which cauie! divijions con= 
erary to the rruch and peace;L always owned,and ſhall avoid: 
them. | Biſhop V/ber propoſed - what was moderate, . you 
hearkned nors Biſhop Davenant writ peaceablic, you read 
\ him nor; ' Biſhop Sexnterſor- offered modeſtly, you regard- 
ed himnot; many ſober men' offered healing Principles a- 
greeable to the Conceſſions on all hands, yetthey are neg- 
le&ed ; God himſelf united you in your miſeries, yer you- 
diſagreean'your judgements ;: he joined/you in ſufferings, - 
yet youdivide your ſelves in his; ſervice. | O cell irnacin 
Goth, publiſh-it:abein Akelon; —— that Miniſters. of 
the-Guſpell diſagree : among themſelves,. | and head- and; 
$:a& thear \people :to diſagreements. -- What, ſhall a Mini=. 
% ſter live and not love ? How do you Read? How is it Writ- 
; _ © ten? Is nots: Follow peace with all men as much: as in 
you leerhs if iv he poſſohle ?- Doeinot you read, doe not you. 
— preach chus f-Ol why:do-yon nor live.thus 2 Yea, there is 
 untexlie @ fault” among yous: that you, fall our. with, your. 
Neighbours: Now:there is uttertie-a fault among you, That: 
* you-go to Law:one "with another, I ſpesR'this te your ſhame: 
Why do-giot-you rather ſuffer: wrong, e-why do not you ſuffer 
your: ſelves tor be deſranded'} How preach-you ?, how read 
you ? is it nor, that yerefift nos evil? and if any.man ſhall ſue 
| thee at the Law, and take away thy coat, give bim thy clook. 
| alſo. Who is a wiſe man and endued with knowledge among. 
you ? Let him-(hew our. of a- good converſation his works - 
- with meekne(s} and: wiſdome : but if you have bittec envy- 
ings arid \triſes:im ves. hearts,' glorie not, and lie: not a- 
- gainſt the truth, This wiſdome deſcendeth not from _ 
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| (23) EL, 
but isearthlie, ſenſual and divellifhs for where envying-and 
ſtrife is, there is confufion: and everie eyil:work :-bur::the 
wiſ{ome which is from above, is firſt pure,” and them peace- 
able: gentle, eafie to be intreated; full of: mercie and 
works, withour partfalitie,without bypocrikie : and.the frajt 
of righteonſneſs #« ſown in peace ofithem that'm ake peace. 
* Well, i you go-on profeffing Religion indifferently, do- 
- ingthe work ef God negligentlic pifybu carrieian, onelic; a 
form of godlineffe hypocriicallie ;'if you live 'withour the 
grace of God within you- prophanelie ; if you live without 
the fear of God before you looſelics 4fyou live! without the 
love of God uncliaritablie 3 if you-live! againſt- your pro» 
foſſion ſhamefully ; farwet the moſt flourifhing Church, fary 
well Ordinerices, farwel Miniſtry; tarwel Comforts; farwel 
"Bleſſings; farwel our Glorie, farwel our Gcd ;:.and we wnto 
us when he ts departed from ms.” 0 et 1 a 
Oh my Sens; 'hearkerrro this:one With 5 and! Oh thac it 
be not my Hft Lo— For Godefat e; for your own lake. for 
my ſake; fot three-Kingdems ſake; for ous gracious Kings 
lake; for the ſake of late Poſtertie.'' 1k + 
"TAKE HEED. TO: TOUR: SELVE 8: * 
13 ' Phat you wantt'inor that grace you offer Brherss (thae 
when ot faveothers; Yor periſh novasCaſt-diirlys you; 
ſelves;” Oh feel che power of tharReligion you progic, and 
preach the 'pbwer you feel; Be what you -pwfmade :orberi 
to be.” SS PCS HI G3Y 9) OR: val (tr tos get wait 
2. Take heed to 187 ſelves and:confider. what manner of 
men yeonght robe iii/allholieconveriatipn and wadbar 
"12! Fake heed ro your ſolos; thatyop pullnot dowr-with 
a Wicked fe" what your bailth up wideun holieDo@iide, 1 Jf 
there be no ſuchtHing asRetigion, ue it not; uf there * 
be liveit ; if a Foſ&bHfe may be allowed, donotpreacha- 
oninſt.it «and if it mayino«be:allowed; domor liveiity "be 
riot deceived, ' arid Heceiye not: bthers= i 'Doe)ou know the 
ſtdgementr of Gold 'thar'altrhwe-commic ſuth, things-85. you 
dogare worthy of death? cher why do.you dothem'? if.nor, 
why > Foun preach'the orher 2) Qh preach exaQly. and live 
exaQtl' 1: as you thark a the, week how to ſpeck, upon Suns 
tay, (0 reſolve rpon Sundaleihuw td liveialkthewfekst Hiw 
cutoulhe yorPpreach'! 'Oh homicartebe youlive} tic rt 
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-_ +. Toky Geed to your ſolves, nnd walk wiſelie towards them 
thc are wichout.z that whereas they {peak evikot you; they 
may be aſhamed, cconſ{ideriag the nature and end of 'your 
- converſation. 14 bo 1B, 4vt in 54. 905 oo gany 

- Dhbtzkr beed to your ſeloes: You' have many. cies 'upon 
your nicees 3 you have many ſpeﬀators of your falls, to 

find, to-ageravare; :ahd topubliſh thems God forbid that 
you ſhould do evitinthe cies:of che whole world 3: thegood 
part whereof watcheth on 'your Vertues, *to imitate 'yau' : 
the evil part watcheth on-your Vices, to traduce you y you 
are as: lights upona hill;:O'walk as inthe'light, * - 

' Tak heed to your ſelves; if .not for others, yer for your 
own immortal ſouls. Oh:preach' not of Neeven, and” fall 
ſhort of it+-- /Oh: preach'\notof Hell und fall imoits: of -- 
grace and-dunie; and yet live without them. 

Oh'take- bred to your ſelves. Vigilant is your Tempter, 
great are your tryals, many.are your temptations much the 
oppoſition you will meer: for weightic is your work': you 
deſtroje-the power of Saran ; you-engage'the power of hell; 
Oh take heed to yourſelves: © 0035940 
 Qhtaky beed to: your ſelves, You 'have the ſamenature 
with others, but vou-commic not the like fins with others : 
\the fins thardwell'm yourare the ſame-wich ocher mens, the 
fins thatare comimminced by you aregreater chen-orher mens: 
Oh wateh' thr11-over your-evill .nauware, take - care of 4o1ir 
great tranſ-reflions : . 1. Againſt knowledge, wilfullie : 2. 
Againſt your truth, wunfaichfullie : 3. Againſt your profeſſi- 
on, hypocricicallie: 4. Againft- others, verie offenſivelie; 
"apaiaſt che honowrof God'and his wates, verie dangeroullie; 
who is blaſphemed by the 1gnorant and ungodl, through you. 

| Take. beed-to your: ſelves;'that you-may be blefſed in yanr 
undertaking. Let your waies pleaſe God;as you hopeGad - 
will bleG your waies. ——+——tf not for your own, yet for 
other mens ſouls:Gke. take heed to yourlelves 2 ſpeak from 
your. hearts to. their -hearts >»benot:inrangled by fin, chat 
 you-may be-able toſpeak againft fin; Oh.do as you preach, - 
that-the world may ſee-you mean as you'preach. 
_ * Oh reverend Fathers, enjoin'my wholeſome Canons ſe- - 
. verelie, viſit-mens liveiand carriages exaithe, overſee the 
flocks over which the holic- Ghoſt have made you ovenſeers, > 
 carefullics = 


Ninn? 


Q'Y 
Lia fend dc add 
L "4X y 


9 , . _ -. "" 
a4 mats tc AT Ty” aa. dit. Ha da Abe 


Can75. 


.carefullie-: Pitic Religion actin dying z pittie me:that 


am; decaying; pittic-your ſelves chat are q—_—_—— Re- 
form my Clergie, and you areſafe ; them, and-you 
periſh : keep up the lite and praiſe of Religion, and thar 


will keep you ; if the power of Religion be loſt, —_ 


ſion of ic will ; your Galling will fail, your Order will fail 3 
and God knows what will be .the- end thereof ; | fear no- 
thing bur ſin, Lwant noching bur trac grace eminenctin all . 
my Viniſters, whereby they wa pleate God - adorn che 
Goſpel, convince Gainſayers,and reform che world. 

Have you not enjoined, That xo Eccleſiaficall perſons 
ſhall at any twme, other then for their honeit neceſſities, reſott 
to ary Taverns or Ale-houſes,neither ſhall they Bord or Lodge 
in any ſuch place ? Furthermore, they ſhall not give themſelves 
to any baſe or ſervile labour, or to Drmking or Ryotting, - 
ſpending their time idely by day or night, playing at Dice, 
Cards or Talles, or any other unlawfu} Game ; but at all times 

convenient they ſhall bear or read ſomewhat of the boly Scri- 
Ptures, or ſhall occupy themſelves with ſome other hone? fiudy 
or exerciſe, alwazes doing the things which ſhall appertain to 
honeſty, and endeauouring to profit the Church of God; having 
always in-mind that they ought to excel all others in purity of 
life, and ſhauld be examples of the peaple to live well. and 
Chriſtianly, under pain of Eccleſiaſtical cenſures to be inflitt, d 
with ſeverity, according to the qualities of their offences... 


CHAP. T1. | | 

The Church of England's Complaint againſt Unconſcionable- 
Simpny. ; : 

FN your other-courles, O ye my Sons, fear of Authoricie 
| nn deter you, Conſcience may check you, ſtrit Lawes 
may reſtrain you, _ a ſevere over-fight. may reform. you: in 
chisftrange, an this ſad miſcarriage of Symony, I have made 
Laws, yet you tranſgrelſe them I have ena@ed, 3t of Q.. 
E. 6. © That if any perſons, bodies Politick or Corporate, 
<« ſhall or do at any time for any-ſum of money. reward,pifr, 
<« profit or benefit, dire@lie or indireflie, or for or by rea- 
c lon of any Promiſe, Grant, Bond, Covenant,.or other af- 
« ſurance of or for any ſum of monie, reward, gift, profit, - 


& or 


9 CO: 
© or benefit whatſoever, PREP. or indirehie, preſent or 
« collate any perſon to any Benefice with cure of ſouls,Dig- 
<« nitie, Prebend,or Living Ecclefiattical ; or give or beſtow 
<« the ſame for or in reſpe& cf any ſuch corrupt cauſe. or 
< conſideration ; that-then everie ſuch Preſentation, Colla- 
<< tion, Gift, &c. ſhould be utterlie void, and cf none cffe& 
*<inLaw ; andthat any perſon accepting of any Ecclefiaſti- 
& cal promotion upon ſuch ſordid accounts, judged 
<« a diſabled perſon in Law to have or enjoie any Benehice, 
<« Dignitie, Prebend, or Living Eccleſiaſticall. ———. Yer 
ſti!) you ernck for Livings, you market for Benefices ; ſtill 
you buy and (e!] inthe Temple : this abomination is ſtill 
forbidden,and yer ſtill allowed: my Cannons tie from ic by 
an Oath, yet you venture. You ſwear thus : 


I, N. N. doſwear, That Thave made no Simonical pays ©, 40 
ment, contra or promiſe, direfily or indirecily, by my ſelf, or " 
by ary other to my knowledge, or with my conſent, to any per= 
ſons or perſons whatſoever, for or.concerning the procuring and 
obtaining of "i; Eccleſiaſtical Dignity, place,preferment, Office 
or Living, ».. will at any time hereafter perform or ſatisfie 
any ſuch kind of payment, contra or promiſe made by any 6 
' Ther without my knewledge or conſent So help me God through 
Foſus Ghriit. | 


Yet yon do it. Ohyou men of God, can you forſwear this 
abominable fin, and yer commit it ? Will you publicklie 
dilown it before God and the Church, and yet own it be- 
tween yourſelves and your Patrons ? Shall not God fearch 
out this ? Theſe things you do, and God keeps filenee : you 
think he is altogether ſuch a one as your ſelves. Ah, he, he 
will-reprove you; he wil! ſer your {:ns in order before you. 
Oh conſider this, ye that in this forget God ! Oh be ſure. 
your {jus ſhall find yowout. - Shall a man take the name of 
Godin vain, and be gniltleſs ? Shall a man break his ſo- 
lemn Oath, and be deliver&l ? Shall he eſcape_that doth 
ſuch rhings ? {ball he proſper ? How will you look that God 
in the face in Prayer, whom you bavye blaſphemed in your 
'Oath ? How can you behold chat Congregation that knows 
volt are forſworn ? What preach the Word of God, and bp: 
gart 


_- 


gard notthe Oath of God !. 2 gain a Parſonage, and' 
looſe thy ſoul !. To atrain to a Preferment, ſhall you hazard 
more then the whole world ? 

x. Fave you never read that in Aﬀs 8.18 19 20,21,22,23. 
And u hen Stmon ſaw that through laying on of the Apoitles 
hands the holy Ghojt was groen,be offered them MONEY, ſay- 
ing, Give me alſo this power, that on whomſoever I lay hands, 

| be may receive: the holy Ghoſt; But Peter ſaid unto him , Thy- 
money periſh with thee, becauſe that thou haſt tbought that the 
gift iof God may be ([urchaſed with money; Thou baſh nenher 
part tor lot in this matter : for thy heart 'is not right m the- 
fight of God. + Repent therefore of this wickedneſs ; and pray 
God,if perhaps thethoughts of thy beart may be forgiven thee. 
For I perceive that thou art in the gall of bitterneſs, and in the " 
bond of iniquitie. You will ſay, | 
S Obje&t. Yon buy not any gift or grace,asSimon would have 
done ; but ſome entouragement to exerciſe your gifts and your' 
Aces. 
k Sol. Alaſs! is it not the gift of God you buy? are Tythes 
of God, or are they not ?if they are not, why do you chal- 
lenge them? If they are of God, why 4o you buy them of men 2” 
Shall a-man rob God ? yet ye have robbed me, even this whole - 
Nation. They fay wherein have we robbed God ?in Tythes 
and Offerings: . The Lay-patron takes from God, and you - 
take from him : he ſteals from God , you receive from kim. 
Is it his ? why do 16wſay Tythe belong onely to Miniſters ? ' + 
Is it the Minifiers ? why doe you pay him for 1Q why do you 
Jufſtifie his encroachment, betray Gods right, wrong me. and 
undoe-your ſelves ?.}bo goeth to warfare at bis own charge?” 
You doit. Doe yenor know that they who minifter about - 
holy things, live of the things of the Temple? and that fo che 
Lord hath ordained. that they that preach the Goſpell;. 
ſhould live of the Goſpel? Oh 3s 

Qbj«&. I deal not with the Patron himſelf, you will ſay. 

$21. Oh be not deceived ! God isnot mocked: what you 
do by others, you do vour ſelfes';- Simon himſelf went not 
to God, whoſe the holie Ghoſt 'was, bur to Peter, oneof the 
Stewartls of the manifold gifts of God. 

Objea. Tam Civil-ts the Steward. | 

Anſw, How read you, 2 King 520. &'c. Gebazy the ſer - 
| > vaiit 
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Hae { * a 
vant of Eliſha the man of God,ſaid,Behald, my Maſter hath 
ſpared Naaman this Syrien, in not receiving at his hands 
that which he brought, but as che Lord livech | will run 
after him, and cake ſomewhat of him. So Gehazi fol/owed 
after him : and when Naaman ſaw him running after hias, 
he lighted down from che charriot to meer him, and ſaid; 1s 
all well? and hefaid, All is well : my maſter hath ſent me, 
ſaying, Behold, even now there be come £5 me from maunc 
Ephraim ewo-young men of the ſons of the Prophets : give 


thei, | pray chee, a calenc of (ilver, an4 ewo changes of gar- 


ments. And Naaman (aid, Be content. take cwo calents ; 
and he urged him, an. boun1 wo taleats of -ji'ver in two 


bags, with cwo changes of garments, and laid chem upon | 


two of his ſervants, ani! chey bare them before him. ant 
when he came co the rower, he cook them from their hand, 
and beſt-wed them in che houſe ; and he lecche mza go and 
they deparced. :Buche went in, and ftood before bis Mas. 
fter : and Eliſha ſaid waco him, Whence comeſt thou, Ge- 
hazi? And heſaid [ſhy ſervanc went no whither. And he 
_ Gi-luno him, Went not my heart with the:, whea the a12n 
turned again from his chariot to meer thee? js ir a timeta 
receive money, and co receive garments and olive-yards, 
and vineyards, and (hep, an1 axen, and men- ſervant, and 
maid-ſervants? The leprofie therefare of Naaman (hill 
cleave unto thee, and unto thy (eed for gver. And he went 
out from his preſence a leper as whitezas now. 
Obje&. Tes. let Gebexi look to that. | 
Sol. I ic a fin in him co receive a gifr, and is ic not a fin 
in you to-give it ? | | 
bjet, I onely laid « wager bought a hanſty merried my 
Patrons daughter, or gave bond to refigue. ':.; + 
Sol. Fie, fie! Are you called co be Miniftets? Doe your 
dutie,.ou may look for your due, and make no terms with 
men for whac God freelie gi-es you, Will you add a cheat 
to your Sacriledge? rob God, and pur a trick upon the 
Law # is this, is this to-<bey for conſcience ſake ? 
Obje&. I onely bought an Alvowſon.. | | 
Sol. If you cannor buy a Living when ic is voi, how can 
you buyic over anocher mans head when it is nor ? What 
do you ajarat inthe SC ? No 3ou aim at the godnt 
2 uls ? 
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_ {enemies break in-upon me, and] haveon 


M 2 o 
ſouls ? thoſe ſouls are ori B] alreadie. -Do you aim 
#r the benefit of the place ? O unworthie man / What, em- 
btace-the preſent world / is the Tythe a Miniſters ?*what 
need you buy ic aforchand ? Is ic the peoples ? why do you 
take it atall? BAS 

2. And is the Church grown ſo contemptible;that it may 


* be bonghg and fold for money ? Is Preferment rather a prize 


for the Richeſt, then a reward for the Worthieſt ? who will 
fpend their daies in ſerious ftudie, and their life im weari- 
ſome retirement, and their eſtates in a chargeable educatt- 
on, and at laſt muſt either buy their preferment, or live neg+ 
le&ed, and die unobſerved ? What ingenious man can en- 
dure tedious allowance, unſupportable 'fees, intolerable 
baffles, and nct retire to his clo{et, and there give himſelf to 
diſpondencie and deſpair, curſing the day wherein be was 
born, and the years wherein he was breq up ; ſaying, as E- 
hjeh ſecretly to his ſoul, Lord, it is enough, take away my 
life, ſince | have out-lived the glory of the Church, the ho= 
nour of my Calling , the encouragements of. Parts and 
Worth? 1 cannot live uſefullie; O that I might die + 
eomfortablie / | = | 
3- Have I notrue Miniſters,but a Generation of Demaſſes, 
that embrace the preſent world ? Have I no Miniſters called 
of God. that will I've upon-God * none that: car eruſt God 
with cheir maintenance ? Will you all erowch for the Prieſts 
office onely, that you may eat a: Morſel of bread ? will your 
all degrade your (elver,and buy and ſell your ſacred per- 
fons and employments ? Juſtlie would the Catholick Church 
have degraded-yonu, Can. ap, 10. Conc. Chalc 2. Conc, 4yu- 
reaſ. 14. Andamill you go-on making merchandize of the 
Word? an you go on inthe Miniſtrie, out of filthy 


4 


tucre, and uot-out of a ready mind ? 
Thus, thus are my worthie Sonslaid afide, the unworthie 
are promoted : my people periſh, my pe Centty, my 
123 y hereand there 
one to ſtand by me. The-weak. the ſcandalous that came _ 
in by 8;mon), betray me. Oh ſacred Majeftie,O: ye the ho- 
Nnourable Nobilitze, O ye worthie Gentlemen, let ict be your 
honour that youl-candilſpoſe of Livings to the glory of God, 
the honour of the Churgb, and your own comfort-;: Jet ir 
| be- 


be yo wy th ——— ) PD e2 Livinas . | 
E JOUTIIITAE NET YOU MASE.ANY 2 QUT LAVIEY 
kay. 4 HAS of God, the danger ob.the Church,and ihe | 
ruine of ſouls. .''Oh-ye, ingemous Miniſters, content your 
ſelves. rather that you deſerve Preferment, then endeavour 
to enjoy them in this vile, unworthie and. dangerous 
way 2 never ſtoop to thele low terms: be rather buried in 
an honeſt privacie, then appear with a publick infamic. Nox 
fi nunc & olim ſic erit. Ohſacred and auguſt Authoritie of 
Kingand Parliament, own your former Laws ; vindicate 
your Authoritie ; meet, meet this threatning miſchief; ler 
a watch upon Patrons and their Stewards; frown upon the 
reaching, Clergie.; find out the Panders of Sywory that lie 
about'town, and ſet up as it were an Office for abominazci- 
on. Take heed, Oh ye Patrons, how you.lay the Childes 
portion in a Parſonage, and devour that which is boly,” and 
after that meke enquiry; forcingthe hopeful Youth to be- 
gin with Perjurie, and "commence with Sacriledge. Oh ! 
words fail me : I muſt leave with you-the excellent Fewe!'s 
words to Queen Elizabeth, 1561. | 


The Livings of ſuch as ate in the Piniftry , are not fn 
thefr hands to whom thep are due : they ſelvom paſs now az 
dates from the Patron, if he be no better then a Geatleman, 
but either fo2 the Leaſe oz p2eſent money, Dgch Perchaats 
are bzoken into the Church of God, a great deal moze into: 
lerable then were they whom Chailt whipt out of the Tem- 
ple. Thus they who ſhonld be carefnll foz Gods Church; 
that Could be Patrons to p2ovide foz the eonſctences of the 
people, and to place. among them a learney. Piniſter , who 
might be able to pzeach the Wozd to them.ta ſeaſon and out 
of ſeaſon and. to fulfil his Pinifry,. ſeek their own, and nof 
that which 4s Jeſus Chaifts 3 they ſerve not Jeſus Chzit,. 
bat their telly : and this ts done not in one Tounty, in one 
place, but thzoughont all-England, Dh mercifull God, whe: 
ther will. this crow at'the ſt » Af the miſery which this 
Plagne wozketh,would reach butt to'one Age,it were intolc: 
rable ; it will be a Plague to Pofterity ; it will be the decay 
anvddeſolation of Gods Church. Poung men ſe this, and: 
thep are weary and diſcouraged, thep divert their ſtuvies-2-- 
nother way, IJ know your. Gzare heareth not of ent. 
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» 3 hop? God Wt dr gracfons heart fome 
remedies ag*tnt ther: (v2.otherwils the-@chols will be foz« 
ſaken, th? Thqrch deſolate, he Peopig wilo and diſmayed, 


the Goſoet difcrevited; and this nobie Realm, which ever 


was famous fo; the name of Learning,likeiy to come to fuch 


fanozance and barbary. as h'th not beq heary of fn anp mee 


mop befoze onr tim?, Pa? fouls are veffitute without a 
Gufae , the affiiee2 in coafcience have no::e'to quiet them 


thep grow wila aud favage as a people that hath no God 


thep are commanv?d to chmnge thcefr Rettrfon, and foz tack 
of taffructton th:p know not whither to tarn them, Oh if 
the Kingdom of God be not wo? thy to be pzomoted, per the 
Kingoom of Satan is wozthy to be overth:own. 5 
Dh our Poſkerity (hall rue, tht ever ſuch Fathers went 
befoze them ; any Chnonfcies will reyo2t this mtfcarrtage : 
thep ſhall leave ft w2itten in whole tizmc and ta whoſe 
£3is a3 d:nc. OD) if we grow ſs barbarous th:t we conſiver 
not this, 02 be not abte to 02aw ft into Chzontcle ; pet foz- 
reign N-tions will not ſpare to w2ite thts, and patlifh it to 
our everiaftiag repzoach any ſhame. By theſe means fo2s 
reign power which by Gods mercy this Realm ts veltverey 
from.(hall be bzonght npon us: the truth of God ſhall be ta- 
kcnawzy;the holy Scripture barnt and confame3 tn fire; a 
marvellous vAtkneſs and calamity moft ne vs enfye. 
Dj that your Grace might behoiv the miferable p{ſo2per cf 


- Gods Thurch! 02 that you might fa the catamfties that well 


enſae! It is a p'xt of your Kingdom, and ſacha part as tis 
the p3op and ſtay of the reſt. J wilt fap toyonry Pojeſty as 
Cyrillus fome'tttes ſatd to the govly Emperours Theodo- 
rus am Valentinian: Ab ca quz ergs Deum eſt pi-tate reip; 
veſtrz ſtatus pendet. Pan are our Governour,yon are t 
Nurſe of Govs Churcy : We muff ope? this'cricf befoze 
pou. aad God knoweth whether it may be redzeed. it ts lt 
gz0w1: ſo lo'1g , it ts goaefo far: but if tt mop be rerefſeo, 
there ts no other bat your Pigbneſs that can renzefs tt. 


— . - m—_— 
| The Definition of Symonie. 
Ymonie 1s an intencive defire or purpoſe to buy or ſell 
a ſpiricual Living, or.any Corker:Trhing annexed ro the 
Cliurch.——=Grat.4i#.1.p.2.91. Zanch de inter. caltn, Concil, 
compl. SeA.43.dec.cont.Nic.can.$'96. CHAP, 
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The Gow ch of Englands Gomplaint againſt Encroathing Flu- 
raliries,. , 
E your pottion,oh my Sons in this life or'is it in another 2? 
ls the ſati>fa&ion your immortal ſouls look for in the em- 
ptig,vain;low and F 2ays. renner of this world,or inthe 
Full, high and everlaſting enjoyments of the other world ? If- 
1a this life you have hope only you are of al] men the moſt. 
miſeravle,the moſt comerptible,and moſt deceirfull : if in 
another,why fo many Itaperial Laws, ſo many Eccleſiaſtical 
Canons, ſo many-Decrees of Conncils , fo many fevereRe- 
proofs from Fathers and-Caſuiſts, fo many Gomplaints and 
Reproaches ,. fo many Laws and Injun@ions, ſo many At- 
tempts and Endeavours in Parliament theſe fixtic years a« 
| wry your Monopdlie of Livings and Pluralicies of Bene-. 
ces ? Why do you heap upon your felves this envie ? Why 
do you provoke thefe Reprozthes? I provided for you libe- 
rallie; I checked thoſe that oppoſed your maintenance; ſea- 
ſoneblie; | encouraged your Induſtrie and Merit carefu'lie, 
beyonJ4 any reformed Church in the world ; I reſtored you 
to your Rights hanſomelie , | ſe- red your Rights legallic: 
ill not this facisfie you? will not this concent you? 
= 2 It's bur latelie thar you were thought -uncapable of one 
Living; and now threesfotrr, five, cannot ſaffice you. It's nor + 
long mace you mantvd neceſfaries, and do-you now heap up. 
ſaperfluicies ? Latety you could not provide for your Fami- 
POOR and _ you now _ for their Exceſs and 
ride ? Have yow forgothow latche you graſped alland jor ' 
bot all 7 Alas ty opt tan : 

2, And will you car bread out of your Brahrens mourhs, - 
and will zou ftarve 'yonr fellow-ſeryants ? Are you Minie | 
Ners? ſo are chey. Are you Orthodox 7? fo arethey. Are 
you Loyal ? ſoarethey. Have'yon been conftan: ? -fo have - 
they. | Are you ſerviceableto the Church 7 they more z 4®- 

lebours more ab\mdlant. On ow 'manie excetlem men who 
out-hived the lace miſcries, Articles, Commicrees, Sequeſtra- 
tions, Proteſtatjons, Covenams, Engagements, lingring ont - 
_ their [avs laden, and amoſt oppreff-d, worn out. and quire- 
tired-with the burthen- of pears, cares, feares, la owns ne- 
ceſſiries 


Re 


ceſſities and afflictions,are hab 24 to die inobſcuritie,want. 
and contempt, 2s if the Sons of the Church of England wan- 
ted onlie this to make up the meaſure'of their ſafferings That 
they ſhould be undone when the Church # rejtored! How ma« 
ny hundreds ſober and able men are laid aſide, and con- 
temned by ſome as Orthodox, and deſpiſed by others as 
poor?, whom the people would relieve,, but chat they are 
faithful co me « whom I would relieve, buechacl am ſwal- 
lowed up by you, When, you look big with your abun- 
dance and ſuperfluitie, and glorie in your preferments.how 
- manie hundred able and fober men are aſhamed of their 
Order and FundQion,are wrapped up in poverty anddiſcon- 
tent, and loſt in poor emploiments? whoſe faithful labours 1 
want, whoſe ſober converſations might honour me, whoſe 
diligence and care might reftore me, whoſe reaſon and 
learning might uphold me, whoſe powerful preaching might 
eſtabliſh me, whoſe ſelf-denial an > went 34, 1634 to publick 
good might ſave me. AJas,Sirs, let none of you think of bim- 
ſelf more highly then he ought to think, but to think ſoberly, 
according as God hath dealt to every man the meaſure of faith, 
for as you have many members in one brdy, and all members 
have not the ſame office 3 {o | being made of many, am one 
bodie in Chriſt, and everie one inme is a member ene of 
another. You, my Sons, having then gifts differing accor- 
ding to the grace that is given you, whether Prophelie, &c. 
whythal not they that prophetie be encouraged according to 
the proportion of Faith ? or Miniftrie, why ſhould not all 
be encouraged that wait onthe Miniſtrie?. or they that ceach, 
- on teaching? orthey that exhort, on exhortation? The bo- 
die is not one member, but manie : now hath God ſet the 
members in the bodie as it pleaſeth him ; and if they yere 
all ove member, where were the bodie ? the eie connot (a yts 
the head, 1haveno need of thee $ nor againe the head to 
the feet, I haveno need of you. ' Nay, much more thoſe 
members of thebodie which ſeem to be more feeble,. are 
neceſſary3 and thoſe leſs hononrable, upon theſe we ought 
- tobeftow more abundant-honour. And our uacomelie 
parts have 2 more. abundant comelineſs :, for our: comelie 
parts have no.need, but God hath tempered the bodie toge- 
ther, baving given more abundant honour to that part 


which 
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which lackedzthat there FAS > LIPS body;,bane 
that the members ſhould have the Gme 'careone for unhos 
ther. -:Now' ye; my/Sons, arethe bodie of Chrift,and niem4 
bers in particular : and God hath ſer. fome' inthe Churchy 
firſt, Apoſtles; ſecondarily, Prophets : thirdly, Teachers : 
- Area'l Apoſtie'3 arealÞProphecs'? are all, Teachers ?are all 
provided for ? Oh cover earnetf#/y the beſt Gifts, not the beſt: 
Livings! And yet could ſhew yow a more excellentwayis 
- Why is that? Preferment engrofſed: by one, which might 
maintain Twentie'? Why are thoſe Revenues loſt upon the 
folly; vanitie and ſuperfluitie of one. familie, which might! 
provideffor the honeſt occaſions of five ?: Oh: Fuftice, the 't-: | 
qual Diftributer:of Affairs, whither-art thou fled ! Oh'Eqbity,) 
whicther arc thou retired ! 4:0 1500 ntece tl jou 

.3.: If you confider.not the fin, do you confider the:con»! 
ſ:quences of theſe miſcarriages; the envie-chat.you aJreas: 
die nk nader:; the occaſion-given,tinto.themi thatiſtek oc-" 
cation, which hath alreadie diſgraced: yaw 'the-greatdife:; 
contenc:that alveadie -endangereth ow Have not; you er; 
' nemies tozour Order, Calling and Judgement, 'and - malt , 

yoi..incenſe your friends ? Mult you provoke :that Gadk thhc 
| hath: kinberro upheld: your Order and/FunCion, Sy abiilirig., 
the maintenance; he allows for: his ſervige ,and-:ſeryants to-/ 
your ownadvancage.? Muſt you diſpleaſe bis ſacred Majes: 
ſite, by appropriating toa. few il|'beloved perſons: for who 
ſake his Majeltie1s thought the worle of, -chac%encourage- 
ment which nyght be equallic beſtowed upoR wellegelerving 
an well-beloved, . who migit:1n-each, Porifhuzeach his! ſub:-:: 
je&stheir dutie faichfullic;zperſwade clenveo obeditnce facs:, 
ceſ-fullie,, and ſettle them 91.che Donne of Government: 
acc-rdingto che great Principles of Chriſtary'tic, maſt haps! 
pilie? Muſt you provoke your Brechren of theiClergie to 
diſcoitent, by toking up all the .encquragements, of ;th4iz: 
Studjes,all chetr emploiments and hopes? - How:manieahopee 
full young men in Citie and Countrie are torced tither{to. 
want, or, which is worſe, to live upon your. fall Penſions, 
and ſcant allowance ;z anJd, what 1; natural f,zr-Paris, and 
Ingenuitie, in want to deſpair their forcunes, and to envie.. 
yours?; How readifie'doe they now, hopeleſs of any-regular :; 
fayour,-appiic themſclves.to popular applauſe, the ;their.. 
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compliance may; gainethat among the-peoples which their 
merit could not. among you? Due nat youleethow:the peo- 
p!e forſake you, as Selt-Seckers?: how the: Gentry cenſure 
you, as Unconſcionable? how the Clergie abhor you;as In= 
vaders of their places.and preferments? Do you-not ſee that 
the Law:.can hardlie ſecxge'you? that amthoritie can -ſcarce- 
lie defend-you from all the affronts and: baffles that Malice 
and Furie do ſuggeſt to an incenſed people?! the adverſaries. 


_ triumph, the manie Friends I'have weep, the Sober and Se- 


& 


rious are amazed'to ſee fourſcore or an hundred odious men: 
fillingupe whole. Church, Do you amagiane thoſe manie 
active menwill reft.in a-diſpirited,poor,mendicant,decaied, 
dejegedand vexatious: condition? Doe not you fear their 
melancholie thought, their retrived contrivance, their for- 
lorn meetings? You know there are none ſo dangerous as 
the diſcontented: Scholars... Monopolie isthe Ruine of the. 
State 3 Pluralicies' are the ruine of the Church ;; the one; . 
neceſſitates the indigent Subje& to dangerous courſes and 
praiſes ; the other, the-poor. Scholar to as dangerous diſ-. 
courſes and thoughts. - 
| Is it not enough that mens late malice and'infolencie a-' 
ainſt the Miniftrie reduced them to want. and contempe, 
t that (tomy ſhame, whoam bleſſed of God: with abun- 
dance and honour) one ſmall part of the Miniftrie ſhou[d- 
reduce the'other to ſmall Contributions, poor Dependen- 
cies ; ſo-uncertain and'ſo baſe, that men'of ingenious ſpirits- 
and lJearniag- muſt deteſt- them, who cannot endure when- 
they do their work to- beg for their wages, not without ſor- 
did compliances and'flatteries with vile men in their-vileſt 
humours?: Oh look upon the poor: Curates, and their Fami- 
lies ; what is theirportion of the proſperity we now enjoy ? 


Alas, they live by Gods mercy, and mens charitie. How 


d 


deſpicable is their-Calling ? How. little their Authoritie 2 


how inconfiderable their. Inſtructions? howſucceſsl:fe their 


Do@rine ? how uncreditable. their Lives? Doe not you ſee 

that pour fellow- Miniſters under theſe neceſfities will not 

long be able-to afſert the honour of their Calling ; and that 

no after- Generation will ſucceed to inherit their poverty 

and pains, unleſs ſuch as will farther debaſe che.Dignitie of 

the Fun&ion:-2 What, muſt all the: ingenious Miniſters be 
| Stipen- 
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Stipendarics! The, Fattion $1 208 no more. Muſt they 
have onely their allowances? Anarchie could have done 
-no more. Are you reſtored to reduce your fetfow:ſervants 
eo that penurie :by a Law, which Fanaticks would have 
brought them to withour:Law-? They wanted only chismi- 
ſery,to be undone by their Brechren, -and periſh by them 
of their own profeſſion. HOY 
Obje&, Theſe:poor:'men, you will ſay, are providet for an- 
| ſwerable to their Parts, | % 
Anſw. Have they Parts for the Calling of Miniſters, and 
have chey not Parts for the Maintenance-of Miniſters Can 
they preach the Goſpel, and can they nat life by the Gol- 
pel?. Are they 'worthie to diſcharge your Cures, and are 
they not worthie'to enjoy them ? | 
5.. Do youdefire the advantage of ſo many Benefices, or 
do you defire the charge? if the advantage, then the poor 
 Separaciſt was mn the right, when he called you Hirelimgs ; 
then indeed you make merchandiſe of ſouls ; then'you are 
the greateſt Fuglers and Deceivers in the world; and you 
laugh among your felves, (as the Thiſcan Sooth-tayers,) 
and confer Notes, as that. Pope with his Cardinal, ſaying, 
How much gain doth this Fable of Chriſt bring us ? ——= and 
poor ſouls ſhould avoid you asthe ſhadow'ot death. What, 
thall 1/hear him whoſe godlinefſe in gain ! whoſe God is his 
belie ! whole faith is advantage ! whoſe hope is oncly jn 
this world / His watehmen are blind, they are ignorant;they 
are all dumb dogs, they cannot bark; ſleeping, lying down, 
Jovingto ſlumber ;-' yea, they are greedie doggs which- can 
Never have enough, Wnd-they are ſhepherds that cannot un- 
derſtand': they all look for their own way; every one for iis 
gain from his quarter. Come ye, ſay they, I will fetth wine, 
and we will fl our ſelves with ftrong drink; and tomor- 
row ſhall be asthis day, and much more abundant!je, Eſay 
$6. 9, 1O, 11, 12." | 
If the Charge, do you know what you d >? do you know 
that you muſt watch-over the Congregation as they that 
muſt give 4# account 7 ſo many Benijices, fo many more 
hundreds of ſouls that you muſt anſwer for? Do you know 
- What its to aniſwer the great God for an immortal ſoul ?do 
xou know what is to give an account of the purchaſe of 
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..Chriſts blood 2; do you know what-is the work, what is the 
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ſo many Wretches that lived only to damn men, It it.-be a 
Charge you delire, why doe you not attend unto that flock 
over which the holy Ghoſt made you overfeers ? Why doe 
y9u-not in that: calling. wherein you are called abide with 
God 2? Is it poſſible for you toſerve two: Cures ? you will 
hold tothe one, and deſpiſe or 9” gb the other : and is it 
poſſible for you to be ſaved ? Lord, what if you gained the 
world at the rate of undoing ſouls ? Dq you conſider that 
the bread. you eat is the price of foulz? How can you eat- 
with comfort, and think; Oh ſome of my, charge may benow 
going to.Eternity,and.] prepared chem not.? How can you 
{leep ſecurely, and think, Some of my charge tnay awake to 
morrow in another world, whether of wo or weal I know 
got? How can you die peaceably, and-think,. here ſhall we 
meet the many ſouls that have gone before us out of our Con 
gregetions? Oh where are ye, Q immortal ſouls ? with God, 
cr forever departed from the peſence of the-Lord !: Oh did 
you ever read chat.of. St. Bernard, Dui non unns ſed plures 
in bcneficiis, non unus.ſed plures in ſuppliciis f If you pity not 
me cnce againe by theſe courſes decaying,. if you pity not 
poor fouls by-this means periſbipg, :Qh picy your ſelves,and 
have mercy upon yourown ſouls:. Alas, that men ſhould 
be educated chargeably; ſhould ſtudy diligently, ſhould be 
ordained folemnlie oo delude fouls, to mock Godzto deceive 
the world,and.undo. menyfor two,or three.or four hundreds 
pounds yeerlie, during afhort life ! that you ſhould appear 

In. 


a” I. 


FIIRY 3/2, n YT » wo 
im aPolpic(if yet you doe; appear in '@ Pulpit): for a: litcle 
- Mairttenance / that you ſhould appear very :(ulemnly;every 
Sunday, onely to put a trick-upon God- and men !-,| hope 
better things of you, and things that accompany falvation, 
though-thus I ſpeak. © In the Primitive times every Church 
<« of fo, many ſouls as are of your Pariſhes, had many Mini- 
ic ſters, whereof the ableſt ſpeakers did moſt in publick, and 
the reſt didthe more of the leſs pablick work, (which fome 
<« miſtake for ruling Elders) but now one of you takes the 
« care of many Churches. The Popiſh times, I mean years 
633. could divide England into Pariſhes, for the better dif- 
chargingof the cure of ſouls:, our times unite thoſe. Pariſhes 
again, for the betrer maintenance of pride and vanity: .. Js 
it for this thatiwe: are reformed 2? is it for this-we are Pro» 
ceſtants ? then each Pariſh had their Miniſters co pray with 
them ferventlie, to teach them faithfullie, cocomfort then 
ſeaſonablie, to converſe with them ulſefullie, to relieve them 
charitablie, to dire& them carefullie.” Ah! i#.que nos reſer- 
vamur tempora / Now, now my people are negle&ed, my 
buildings are ruined, my hoſpitalitie is Joſt, my authoricie 
is main - and faln, and the Church of England is thought 
tobe nothing elfe but the intereſt of a few crafty Clergie- 
men, ordering all things to their þeſt advantage. . . 

Though Exzvy may know, and Prejudice it, felf may con(i- 
der , -} am a Church made up of godly and religious men : 
Princee,Nobles,Genery,Biſhops, Miniſters and people,main- 
taining an Orthodox DoArine, a Primitive Government, a 
pure and orderly, Worſhip, a ſevere Diſcipline, and.a Chri- 

than Communion in Word,and Sacrament; who have for- / 
' bid theſe extravagancies; by wholſome Laws, checked them 
by ſevere Canons, and diſallowed them by fair and juft 
means imaginable. In. the darkeſt and. moſt ſuperſtitious 
times, | ordered, That #0 Monks,i.e, idle perſons, ſhould take 
Livings of: Baſhops., or appropriate the Revenues of them to 
tbemſelves ; but that the Prieſis ſerving in thoſe Cures,and the 
Churches,might be provided with neceſſaries.. 

Do you know why Monks were pulled downin F.8.time? : 
Lay ito heart] beſeech you;for, many look for your fall too. 

1.T hey werg acculed for engroſing Wealth and irade;an 
do you hear what.che world ſaith-of you? 2.They were ag-- 
< WD ons 7 5 » cuſcd: 
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exifed for mgeveſifileg Pariſt-Prieſts; by deerying Preach- 
ing, as miniſtring matrer of 'Schiſms and/Diſpures,ond mag- 
nitging their own performances of 'Prayer and Devotion - 
-by which, and other Artifices , they undermined the poor 
Prieſts, and procured that many Churches preſentative,with 
their Glebes 'and Tyrhes, were appropriated to their Co- 
vents,leaving but a poor pitrance for the Pariſs-Vicar, This 
was the occaſion of the firſt Impropriations;[ pray God your 
careleſneſs doth not occaſion another. 

Oh remember Robert Whigifts, the Abbot of Welow's 
ſpeech, who was wont-to ſay, That they and their Religion 

could not long eontimue,becauſe (laid he JThave read the whole 
Scripture over and over,and never found that Monafteries(and 
1 may adde Pluralities) were founded by God : for (faid the 
honeſt Abbot) every plantmg which my beavenly Father hath 
ot planted, ſhall be reoted up. 

Do you remember-that Lay-parkament in King H.S. his 
time? wherein the Nobles and Commons affembledtignified 
to the King, That the Temporal profeſſion of Abbors,ÞPriors, 
&c. vainly ſpent , would ſuffice © 'finde x50 Earls, 11500 
Knights, 6200 Eſquires, 100 Hoſpitals? Doe you remember 
thoſe Mock-partiaments that often confidered how many. 
1000 men your Tythes (ill beftowed upon you, as they 
thought ) would maintain? You were once undone, — 
now are you matle whole : T beſcech youzmy Sons, finne no 
more,leſt a worſe thing come unto you. 

| Biſhop Fewe/ on x Theſ, p7x. 

Foraſmuch brethren-as we were kept from youfor a ſea- 
ſon concerning fight, 'but not in hearc, we are enforeed the 
more toſ.e your face with great deſire. Therefore we'would 

| have come unto you, I Pax, at leaſt once or twice ; bit 
Satan hindred us.'@ath a 3M and care had he over the peo- 
ple of Gov, Dh tn what cafe then orethep that-are carcleſs, 
and hane-no regard of the people of Gay! whfch hunt after 
Livtics, and bend nat themfeives to dogod'/ which ſerve 
their ow hclly,and ſee k'to be rich, and eat np the people cf 
"God ©s it they Ucre bzrad / They cannot fay thep have a 
deſire to ſee the face of their flock , and that their heart is 
with them: howfcevar they find time fo2 other -maticrs; 
they can never take time'to'know their ſh&ep, anv'th eng 
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wazk of WO ;= 2 if they cars.notfas. them! 


they think not of them ; they plant not,they water nA; they 
watch not; they-rtve-no-warntng of the dangers -at-haiid: they 
teach; themmot to deny. all” angodlinefs amy-wozlboly iuſts, - 
and ta live ſoberly , righteouflp and godly in:this pzeſent 
wozlsz. It: were happy if allſuch were removed out of: the 
Church af God.: thoy veffrop the ſouls; any-lead them to. dee 
Uraction by theiv negligence, Whataccount ſhall they gite 
unto Godfoz the fonlsof thoir 13zethzen-» Where ſhall they 
ffand- 02: what wiil they ſap when he-ſhall bid them make a 
ffrait account * This is the-p2actife of @atan; he uſfeth-all- 


means to ſnare us,and withvzaw us ee nINgs 
praiſing 
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CHAP. V. | 

The-Cburch of England's refentment of Non-reſidence: 
- my Sons, || haveino pleaſure in expoſing you ; yet- 
have Ino pewer to excuſe you : when hos. 7 I have: 
charity for you;thatſuferevb- long,that is kind,that is n03 ca< 
fily, provoked, thinketb no-evil, beareth all things, believeth all _ 

things; hppethiall: things, ondureth all things. Alas! whit (hall 
I do now my pegple-complainzmy adverſaries reproach;my 
Severaign is diſplealed) my Nobility and Gentry are-incen- 
ſed-; and where-ever-I-curn my ſelf, Complaints are made, - 
Petitians are drawn-np, Jealoufies are/whiſpered; and* Fears 
are murmured'? If I ſhould bold'my peace Tſhould be thought 
 altagether ſuch ong as you ave : if 1 ſhould 'ſpeakgmy tongue 
_ fails me lamina great ſtrait; yet you had better hear your 
mi(carriages faichfally reproved by me,to your-reformation, : 
_ then mali-ioully aggravated- by others-to your deſtruQion. 


My words may be-ſmart,yec they:erewholſomes leverechey- 
Re - may / 
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may be, yet kindz you hear me" with ſorrow, but not with 


more then Iſpeak;ro you with; ©; | : ET 
,22. It's fad thatafter ſo m:ny Councils,Decrees. (as Carth.: 
6. Tol-6. Chalc.7. Nic. 15: '$ar1ic.xg. after ſo many Fathers' 
charge; as Hjer. com. 2.Þ 111. Aug-7.4-11 B 16. Atban. in 

Fo.7. Naz. apol,p-16. Cyp. Ep.8. Greg. de curd paſtorali paſ- 

ſim ) after fo many provilions of;Parliamenis, as zo Hem: 9; 
4 32 El. 6. fo many canplainrs, from! friends and foes,: ag? 
21'Q.'El, 3 K. F. 129766. a fin fo diſhonourableto your' 


 profefſion, ſo dangerous to Church and State,.ſo clearly re- 
pugnant to your Callings as. Non-refidence is, ſhould yet 


be named amongſt yous: | | 


As, ” read that in 45,20. 25. Take heed to your 


ſelves [I the flock over which the holyiGholt hath chad; 
you ov 


Heayerr intrufted chem to you,. and doe you''negle&chethy ? 
Overſcers and yet come not neer your flook ? Biſhops, and 


never viſic them? To feed the Church of God,that Churthifor - 


whoſe ſake the world is upheld. Oh what a charge. have you- 
undertaken ! and wil! yow be unfaichful ro this charge? are 
you Stewardgof Gods. own Familie? Oh #'s required "df a 
Steward that he be found faithful, 1 Cor, 4. 2 Have'you the 
condud.of thoſe Saints that muſt live for ever with God in 
olorie, and will. you. negle& them? . Are the ſouls 'dfi men 
thought meet-to ſee his face-in glorie, and are they not wor< 
thie of your mmolt gare and pains? Oh if ybu' keep beaſts 
you might lay chey areſcarce-worth Jooking after; bur do 


you think ſo of the ſouls of men, of the Church of God, the ' 
peculiar. people, the holy Nation ? J/hich he hath prechaſed | 


with his blood; . God: the, Son hath purchaſed' the Church 
with his blood,and gill not;you Jook co it ? Whar,Sirs, will 


ye diſpiſe the bloud! of Chriſt? Shall the price of his bl:-ud 


be, loſt ? Hath Chriſt died for fouls, and ſhall I not ſweat ? 
Are my people they which Chriſt came from Heaven to ſave, 
and ſhall nor 1 gg frgm-the Citie, from the Court, &c. to 
ſave them-3; Oh whiatidoe I hear, :may youſay, whe ivmay 

| | | z be 


rs,to feed the Church of God which he bath purtha- 
ſed with his own blood? &c. Take heedzbe not abſenc,negle&- 
not. Do you conſider where yon are; what you; have taken- 
upen you? Qver: which the-baly Gboft + hathitherhol; Ghoſt: 
ſer youover your flocks, and do you :forfake'therii ? {hath 


be one of my poor flock varies whom Chriſt died ? © + 
After my depariing((aith theText)grievous Wolves hall enter 
in among you. not ſparing the flock, Oh, Sirs, do you not know 
thatthe Jeſuite is bulie,thatthe Seducers are many ? Why do 
ou forſake the flocks? Are you reſolved co ruine me 2 Firſt, 
you diſpleaſe the people, then you Jeave-them open to any (e; 
ditious or.ta&tious perſons that will improve their prejudice, 
diſcontents an weaknefſe, to their own advantage. 'Ic's true 
ou ſubſtitute your Curates : bur, alas, poor men, they are 
ardlic able tolive, much leffe co diſpute ; they are hardlie 
able to furniſh themſelves for Sermons, much les for Contro- 
verſes: beſides that, they are ſo contemptible, that I may 
here very pertinentlie alledge chat of Ecclef. g.13.. 4 
Oh that you: ſhould bitray his Majcſties intereſt and my 
cauſe,and leave his ſubjets and my peopleto the temptations 
of thoſe men who with good words and fair ſpeeches deceive 
the hearts of the (imple,with feigned words m-king merchan- 
dize of them / Can you ſtay in Court or Citie, and:leaye poor 
Neighbours perverted, honeſt men deluded, good ſubjects 


- debauched, and a King,lome almoſt overtrned ? As Augu- 
fins (aid to Burnt. Varus, Buintili Vare redde Legiones x (o his 


Majeſty, fo I (if yet vou will hear me) ſay unto you 2, Oh-re- 
ſtores the many ſouls which by your neg'e& we. have 1] (t1 
Oh reſtore that peace which by. your carele(neſs we want 7 
Oh reſtoreus thac puricte of NDo&rine and Worſhip, which by 
publick and private diJizence you might have ſecured ! while 
you are aſl:ep, the enemie ſoweth his tares ; while you flecp, 
your ruine {[1ymbers not ; while you ride to and fro ſcekins 
that preferment your ambition may; picch upon, your adver« 
ſary the Devil and his © miffaries goes co and froſerking whon 
he may devour. You compals Sea and Land for /#ealth, your 
adverſaries compaſs Sea and Land for 7 reſelytes, 

And did not the Jate times fJander you? and are you Hire- 
lings indeed? He thet is an Hireling, and yot the ſhepherd ,whoſe 
own the ſheep are wot,ſceth the wolf coming, and leavetb tbe ſheep 
and fleeth, and the wolf catcheth them, and ſcattereth the ſheep, 
The Hireling fleeth becauſe he 1s an Hireling,and careth not for 
the ſheep. Joh. 10. Oh of your"own felvesdo-men arif: ſpeaking 
perverſe things 10 draw-away Diſciples afrer thery.. Therefore 
watCh; and remembergthac in t _ Primitive timesfor- We 
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of many years che Miniſtes5 Gece not to warne every one 
' night and day withteers ; and they could ſay to their Con- 
pregations,IWe take you torecord that we are pure from the blood 
of all men; for we have not ſhunned to declare unto y0u the whole 
counſel of Ged. We have coveted no mans ſilver or gold, nor ap- 
rarel, AQts 20. . 

' 2. Arenot yon them that watch for mens ſouls ? and doe 
you not look after them ? Are you to watch over them fo asro 
pive an account ? and do you leave them ? are you the Angels 
of the Church, ſent forth to miniſter to them who ſhall be 
heirs of ſalvation and co behold the face of their father which 
is in Heavemand do you not regard them}Angels,and earthly? 
Angels, and yet worldlie ? Are you the Souldiers of Chrift, 


and do' you intangle your ſelves in the affairs of this life ? Are 


you ordained to preach the Goſpel ? a necelitie is laid upon 
you, and wo 1s you if you preach not the Goſpell. _ Are you 
Stewards of the manifold gifts ofGod.and do you not remem- 
ber that you muſt give an account of your Stewardſhip, for 
you ſhall be no longer Stewards? Are you. in Chriſts ftead,. 
and yet fo careleſs of his people? Ah if Chriſt had ſerved you 
fo, what had become of you ? what had become of the world ?: 
3. Do you love the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. and yet nor feed hig 
flock ? Simon Peter, loveft thou me ? ſeed 'my lambs. Simon Pe« 


ter, loveft thou me ? Thou knoweſt, O Lord, that Tlove thee : feed. 


»ty ſheep. Have yon any kindneſs for your peoplesſouls ? Do 
you not hear them cry, Come and help us ? Are they your joy, 
your Crown, your rejoycing ? Oh have mercie. upon them !. 
Do you not hear them ſay, Maſter, careft thou not that we pes 
riſþ * We have immortal-ſoulsto looſe, and Ecernitie co has 
zard ; careſt thou not that- we periſh > Doe you wonder that 
y our people deſert you, when you have foXfaken them ? Can 
you blame them that they ſeparate from- you, who have no 
care"ofthem:? They muft needs forgec their dutie cowards 
you, when you have forgotten yours towards them.: No won- 
derif they cleave to thetr Paſtors and Teachers : forthey find 
none lthe minded, who naturally care for their ſtate. | 
O $1718, the harveſt of fouls at this rime is great : * the Pre- 
bendeare manyahe Prielts are many,the Deans are many--+ 
the Eaboxrersare few: Shall I pray the Lord of the harveftro 
turn yor'out,andſepd forth Labourers imto bis barveft >the fouls 
_ that 
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that would be ſaved are many ; but they die inignorance,and 


3 ou are not among them to inſtruft them ; they die in doubt, 
and you not neer them to ſatisfie chem ; they die in deſpair, 
and there is none to comfort them ; they live in diſorder, and 
there is none to guide them ; they arein a ſtate of nature,and 
there is none to reclaime them ; they are weak, and there is. 
none to ſtrengthen them ; they are liable co cempration, and 
there is none co atfiit them co manzge their Tempration ; they 
aſtray,and there is none toſeck, them that are loſt; they are 
in the gall of bicterneſs, and there is noneto relieve them 3 
they are underthe power of Satan, in dergyeſe, and there is 
none to turn them to God that they may receive forgiveneſs of 
fins and an inheritance among them that are ſan@ified by' faith 
#:Chriſt, if God peradventure might give them rep-ntance to 
the acknoxledgement of the truth, that they might efcape out of 
the ſnare of the devil ; that ſo they might be converted,end their 
fins be forgiven them. Fain would they hear, that -therr ſouls 
Wight live; but. youarenot among. them co preasb ; willing 
are they to receive the Sacrament, buc you 2re not among to 
adminiſter it. They are declining in grace. aid chere is none 
to recover them,or in the ſpirtt of meekneſs to rejtore th:m 3 they 
arc at a loſs,and there is none to a1vile them ; rhey milcarrie, 
and chere is none to overſee themy,to watch over chemo look 


' to thema 3; they areſick, and there is none to vitit them, to in» 


ſtcuf& and comfost them ; they are unrnlie, ant there is none. 
to ſee that Church diſcipline be exerciſed upon them. 

. Will you receive the tythes of God,and not do the work 
of God? Will you live of the Goſpel, and not preach the Goſ- 
pel will zoulive of che Alcar, and yet not ſerve the Alcar? will 
you ear, and yet4i0t work ? will you: receive c.thes given to 
Melchizedec, and yer bleſs not the chil-lren of 4braham that 
pay ir?wil! you receive the Levites portion and yet not wait 0 
the Tabernacle nor ſerve the Saxtiuarz? Will you bave the dou- 
ble honour of Reverexce and Maintenance, and yet not jabour 
in the Word and Dodrine?Muſt he that is catight communicate 
unto him that teacheth him not in everie good' thing? --- How 
can you enjoy thoſe Donations our forefathers —_—_ to Mini- 
ſters for teaching the Word of God,for praying &-c. and yet 
neicher teach nor pray? V:d. Spel. conc.Br.p.29.V id. Tilyr. cent. 
$.5.9.Col.316.Ed.1624- A” 1.C,16.8.Lamb, Arch. 
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þ:22.Bonif- Ep.p.24-Polyd. Virg,l.5.p,89 90. Stow, p.99.vit Eg, 
Ingulph.Sefi.6 7. Mat,}Veſt.Gejt. Br. 2.2. Tilſley anim. ſed P-173, 
Speed Hijt 7 c.32.-t ox Martyrol.3 Þ-1 36.Pre fat.in Leg. Alfredi 
c.38.Leg.Eccl Aur. Athelfan.Mnlmesb.de Geft.br.2.C.11.Gemel. 
h6.cg Seld. Eadm,Hijt.p.171. K,Bafingft.3. 186. How will you 
look your Anceſtors in the face , when you have taken their 
gifts, and. neg'<&ed their deſires? What, cake the tythe they 
gave, and leave their poſtericy deſticuce ? | 
: 0b.You will ſay. e have Curates:and they perform out duty, 
- :Anſ. 1. Curates? what new generation of men are theſe Cu- 
rates? We have ingeed fome Pr: __ ſome Apoſtles, ſome E- 
vanieliſts,ſome Paſtors,ſome Do&ors: but no Curates, Your 
_ Commiſhon(O. my Sons) is, Go ye,and teach all Nations; not 
Go ye,cr ſend your Curatesto teach all Nattons.Hath your Ser- 
vant libertie to bring whom he will to your ſervice, while he 
takes his pleaſure; and have you libertie tobring whom you 
will to Gods ſervice, while you take your pleaſure?* Oh Sirs, 
the Scriptures run thus: Sox of Man,T have made thee a warch - 
man to the bouſe of Iſr ael:tberefore hear the word of my mouth; 
and give them warning from me, When l1 ſay unto the wicked; 
Thou ſhalt ſurely die,&+ thou giveſi him not warning.nor ſpeakeſi 
to wary the wicked from his wicked way to ſave bis life:the ſame 
wicked man ſhall. die in bis miquity,but his blood wall I require at- 
thine band. Tet if thou warn the wicked,and be turn not from bis 
wickedneſs,nor from his wicked way. he ſhall die in his miquity, 
but thou haſt delivered thy ſoul, Again. when a:righteous man- 
doth turn from bis righteouſneſs, and commit iniquitie,and 1 lay 
a ſtumbling. b. ock before him, he (þall die : becauſe thou haſt nor 
given him warning, he ſhall die mu fin, and his righteouſneſts- 
which be hath done: ſhall not be remembcred:. but his blood will I 
require at thine hand. Nevertheleſs, If thou warn the righteous 
that the righteous fin not, and he doth not ſin; be hall ſurely live: 
becauſe he is warned; alſs thou hajt de/zvered thy ſoul; Tcharge 
thee therefore beſore God, and the Lord: Feſus Chriſt, who hall 
judge the quick, and the dead at his appearing; and his King= 
dom; Preach the Word be inſtant in ſeaſon,out of ſeaſar; reprove, 
rebuke, exhort with all long ſuffering and dof&rine. Foy the time 
will come wben they will not endure ſound dofrine.but after their 
own-luſts ſhall they heap to themſelves-teachers , having itchin 


cars, And they ſhall turn away their ears from. the trark, am 


frat 
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ſhall be turned tute, fables:But wy thou in'all things endure af» 
flitions. do the work of an Evangelift, make full proof of thy mi- 
#1/iry, If you would be (aved onely by Curares, then ſerve God 
by Curates : if you may. be damned onelie.by Curates, then 
truſt your charge to Curates, But how do you read ? Son of may 
propbeſie againjb the ſhepherds of Iſrael propheſie and {ay unto 
them, Thus ſaith the Lord God unto the ſhepberds,Wo be to the ſhep- 
herds of Iſrae!,. that do feed themſelues 2. ſhould not theſhepherds 
feed the flocks? Te eat the fat,and yecloath you with the wool ye 
kill them that are fed : but you feed not the floch. The diſeaſed 
have ye not firengthned , neither have ye bealed that which was 
fick,, neither have ye. bound up that which was broken,neitber have 
ye brought again that which was driven away , neither have. ye 
ſought that which was lojt : but with force and with cruelty have 
ye ruled them, And they were ſcattered, becauſe there is no ſhep- 
berd : and they became meat to all the beaſts of the field;when they 
were ſcattered. My ſheep wandred through all the nountams, and 
xpou every bigh kill; yea, my flack was ſcattered upon all the face 
of the earth,and none. did ſearch or ſeek aſter them. Therefore ye 
ſhepherds hear the word of the Lord: 45 T live.ſaith the Lord God, 
ſurely becauſe my flock, became a prey, and my flock became meat to 
every beaſt of the field, becanſe there was no ſhepberd, neither did 
my ſhepherd ſearch for my flock;, but the ſhepherds fed. themſelves, 
and fed not my flock: Therefore O ye ſhepherds, bear the word of 
the Lord, Thus ſaith the Lord God, *ehold. T am againit the ſkep- 
. berds,and I will require my flock at their hand,and cauſe them to 
ceaſe from feedinig the flock,, neitber ſhall the ſhepher's. feed them- 
ſelves any more, for I will deliver my flock from their mouth, that 
| they may not be, meat for them... | SD | 
. 2. Are Curates Miniſters, or are they not? if not,why do you 
employ them? if they are,why do they nor live'upon thatmain- 
tenance that God hath allowed Miniſters? You could not endure 
rationally.in theſe late times to hear of Stipends, yet now your: 
Brethren muſt be content with Allowances: and+befides, if they 
are Minifters,then either they have cure of ſouls, or not : if they. 
have cure of ſouls, why do they not attend their own charge? if 
they have no cure of ſouls ,, how can they exerciſe any Miniſte- 
' riall a&,ſceing they have none to exerciſe it upon? no people be- 
ingobliged ro attend any but their own Miniſter: yea,all people 
being bound to attend onely their own Miniſter. If you _— 
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fay,He is your peoples Miniſter;then you myſt ſay ,You are not 
—— One people can have but one Miniſter at a time.” 

3. Do yot who. are non- reſtdent expe& tythes by mans Law 
onlie_ or by Gods? Not by mans Law onfie ; for you have ſaid, 
and muſt ſay againſt the Anabaptiſt, That chey are of Divine 
right ; otherwiſe they. will ſay, What may hath civen, man may 
take awey ; nor muft you look for '5t by Gods Law, which ne= 


* ver allowed the main:erjance of a' miniſter to any bur ſuch as 


did the work of the Miniſtry. The Eebourer, aad heonlic, i 
worthy of hus hire. © 
4- Cannot the State keep Curates as well as you? If this be 
all, may not the Commonwealth alloy Sfaries and Stipends as 
well as you, and fo remove the byrthen of tythe ?' O Sirs, 'you 
kriow not what to do; when the King, ' Lords and Commons 
obſerve how much tythe goeth to maintain your pride, vanitie 
and follie, and how little co maintain the ſervice of God, they 
fay, what need this waſte ? why do we throw away'fo much of 
the Publick Revenue, as amounts to ewo million anda halfe, 
whereas half a million may maincain men to read prayers, and 
do all the duties of Minifters? A Gentleman hath a Parfonage of 
2001. a year in his gift; Why. ſaith he, ſhall I part with ſo much 
of my Eſtate ? cannot I give 20 Or 30 l. to a Curate as well as 
a Clergie-man ? Yon will cell him, Sir, you Rob God. He will 
ſay, no more then yan : Jon know God onlie hath rythes when 
they are employed in his ſervice; and I ſhall allow ſo mnch and” 
more to Gods ſervice then you do. - Obj. Why ſhould'yon be- 
ing a Lay-man, meddle with tythes, which belongs to Gods ſer- 
vice? Anſw. 1do not meddle with any which belongs to Gods 
ſervice, but with what is abuſed co'mans wantonneſs. Obj. Z 
am a Clergy-man, Anſw,'' So are Thouſands more ; yet none 
hath right to tythe, bur he that performs the dutie enjoined: 
them that receive tythe : tythe is not fo much the maintenance 
of Miniſters perſons. as their wages for their work ; but a little 
of the tythe may (uffice him who does the wark, as we'may ob- 
ſerve from what you allow; and reallie do not know by what 
Law of God or man a Cletgie-man may turn his tythe to private 
advantage, any more then a Lay-man.' O Sirs, if you negle& 
your Calling when you have maintenance, what will you doif - 
you had none? Oh you that condemne Sacriledge, do you live 
by it ? : You that ſay a man ſhould not rob the Church, do you 
Fea , rob 
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ſters maincenance, doe you'take away Miniſters thaimenance ? 
Is it for this the Nacion upheld'tythes ggainit all oppolitionis, eb: 
have a few Readers and Curates ? What, have we laved them 
from the Fa&ious, to be ſwallowed up by the Covetous! Oh 
you are men born to undoe your ſelves, to ruine your calling, 
and to tempt a greedie world to take. awate xl your mainte- 
ante. Do you read Hiſtorie ?: (Alas, 1 am afraid that a ſpirit 
hath ſeized you: ). Do vou obſerve'what was written in Kad. 19. 
ch. p. 279. and Chartres de nug. cur. 7. 21, They (che Pricfts) 
grew ſcandalous: = they negltted their Cures; they refided 
not upon their Livipggi; ——they went to and fro for their plea> 
ſure ; the people aroſe. up againſt them, the Noblemes withdrew 
their tythe from them ;—— the whole kingdome cryed, No Ser- 
vice, no Maintenance :: * Tea, the poor people-burned rhe 
thes, being loath tht unworthy Mmifters ſhould have any benefit 


y them,though loath themſelves to meddls with them. —=T here- - 


upon it was agreed among the Tbees, that there ſhould be.no 
. mai tenance.given-to Perſons, but:co Churches, which might 
allow them to ſuch perſons as did thena ſervice ; and that none 
i -uld live by Church-allowance, but they. that did Church- 
duties. Seld. ibid. Excerpr. Egbert. can, 109. In continuance of 
time the Lazie .and.che idle had ingrofled almoſt all. Church- 
preferments ; then-the 4ithes were alienared and impropriated 
as itis at this daie whereupon the Clergie awaked' a while, 
and follBwed their bnfinefs diligentlic in K. E4. 6. and the'ber- 
ginning of Q. EZ. Reign... Yez.men are men ſtill : for about the' 
| Au El. the renmander of Church-livings that had. eſcaped 
Impropriators, was/ingroffed- by a few Pluraliſts zadiNons 
xelidents : inſomuch that the” Commons in the Parliament, of 
that year petitioned the Lords earneſtlic,argued rationallie con- 
cluded peremptorilie againſt theſe miſcarriages, as they. did in 
all. Parliaments until the »2.of K.:.Ch. when the ſcandal. of this 
wurpation was ſogreat.the 9#izim fo general, the clamoiurifo us 
niverſal, the juggle of the Non+refidents (in holding tythes un+ 
d:r che preceace of the Miniftrie for nothing, and in receiving 
million of the National Revenue for nothing e'ſe but that they 
were in Orders) was ſo apparent, that the whole maintenance 


. of Miniſters was andengered al{Church-preferment was threat- - 


ned. And y0u/who' now- cannot content your ſelveswith hands 

'Fome avid honeft compereneies,were like fo be brought toa morſel of bread. 

O Sirs, give not occafionto them that ſecks ovecaſion? letthe world fee that du+ 
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£ ert Iacrepatio, ſed quis prodett nl} tum Manx 
Pe-URZere, gui tumore Jam vel. artore 75 horre caut euterin,, 
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